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Introduction

This issue of Studia academica Sumenensia is dedicated to the problems of
Medieval sigillography in the Balkans. Sigillography takes a huge part of the
Medieval studies and in some cases the seals are the only authentic source
that has reached us over the centuries. Hence, their information could be
accepted as objective and credible in many aspects. In fact, they are of great
importance when studying administrative, political, social life, and even
imperial ideology of which the seals acted as a medium. In this issue articles
of different type are presented, in some cases new material is published, while
in others - a reappraisal of already published ones.

The issue starts with an introductory article by Ivan Jordanov in which
a brief overview of the development of Byzantine sigillography is offered.
In it a short history and the most important publications in this field are
presented and discussed, underlying their place within the development
of Byzantine sigillography as a science. A special attention is drawn to the
various important modern centers in France, Austria, Russia, Dumbarton
Oaks, Bulgaria, etc.

Nikolai Alekseenko’s article presents an unpublished bilateral seal
from the first half of uth century of the hypatos and domestikos of the
Hikanatoi of the West Paul Phylakos whose name W. Seibt is inclined to read
as Kalos Phylax. In fact, the seal is the only evidence up to now for this high-
ranking Byzantine aristocrat, who belonged to the Byzantine military elite
in the Balkans in the period of the Byzantine-Pecheneg wars of the eleventh
century. In this case, Paul Phylakos is assumed as the chief commander of
the West Byzantine forces. The seal also reveals that the elite cavalry corps
was commanded by the domestikos of the Hikanatoi in the middle of the
century.

Pantelis Charalampakis’s contribution discusses the boulloteria craftsmen
based on the study of two important Byzantine lead seals: of Stephanos, a
magistros in the last third/quarter of gth century, and of a certain Theodoros,
a dioiketes in the late gth-early 10th century. At the bottom of the former,
who was the cousin of patriarch Photios, the author finds an abbreviation
or monogram of at least four letters, which he believes are the craftsman’s
personal signature. Skepticism about this idea has been expressed by W.
Seibt. On the second seal, on the reverse above and below the inscription, the
letters E and A are found which could be interpreted either as a mark of the
boulloterion craftsman, or as an unusual abbreviation for the geographical
name Hellas, meaning that this official was dioiketes of the theme of Hellas.

In their joint contribution Ivan Jordanov and Zhenya Zhekova are
dealing with the Trade routes of the Lower Danube (1oth - 1uth centuries)




particularly with the emporion Malak Preslav or Perejaslavets (near Nufaru
village, Tulcha district, Romania). A combined study of archaeological,
numismatical and sygillographical data is proposed which studies how the
Danubian centers were turned into emporia in the second and third quarter
of nth century and their importance for the Byzantine-barbarian political
and economic relations.

Nikolay Kanev’s contribution deals with the formation of the imperial
ideology of the Latin Empire of Constantinople, its reflection on the images
and the legend on the seals of the Latin emperors since the very beginning
of the empire. In this case, the study is based on the seals of the last Latin
emperor Baldwin (Baudouin) II of Courtenay (1228-1261) and a special
attention is devoted to the question why Baldwin II manifested himself as
‘Flanders’ rather than ‘Courtenay’ in spite of his appurtenance to this young
branch of the French royal dynasty of Capetian.

In the next article, Werner Seibt presents the case of Nikolaos
Ourbitziotes, a protospatharios and protonotarios, found on a Byzantine
seal of the second third of 1ith century in Dumbarton Oaks. The author is
inclined to see in the surname Ourbitziotes the provenance of Nikolaos
from a Bulgarian village or fortress called Urvi¢. The surname should be
distinguished from the similar Ourbikiotes, which probably derives from
Ourbikion in Constantinople.

In his second contribution to the issue, Werner Seibt discusses the
origin of a certain Nikephoros, a Byzantine dignitary and bestarches, known
from seals of the late uth century. On the seals, Actarios is mentioned either
as the name of his father, or a profession namely an aktar which is the Turkish
word for a ‘grocer’. By this the author implies that Nikephoros’ father was
an aktar of Turkish origin who had immigrated into the Byzantine empire,
where his son could pursue a Byzantine career.

Valery Stepanenko’s contribution deals with the intriguing problem
of the images of seal owners presented on them. The author discusses two
such seals - of the prince of Tmurakan’ Oleg - Michael and the monk of
St. Tarasios monastery in Constantinople - Zosima, both of late 1ith century
from Constantinople. In both images, they are presented in proskynesis
before the holy protector, Archangel Michael and the holy patriarch Tarasios
respectively. In both cases they are presented as adorant, a common practice
for the Byzantine painting and applied art, but not for the Byzantine
sphragistics.

In the contribution of Elena Stepanova unpublished seals of numerous
officials are presented from the collection of Hermitage: strategoi, judges,
tourmarhes, etc. from the theme of Thrace and Macedonia. The seals name
different high, mainly civil, officials who administered the union of Thrace




and Macedonia in the period from the late 8th till the late nth century and
give a new material for the history of both themes.

Another unpublished material is studied in Dochka Vladimirova-
Aladzhova’s contribution. It is a lead plate found in the course of a rescue
archaeological excavation in central Sofia, with a block-type monogram on
both sides providing the name of bishop Theodore. A certain bishop Theodore
is also known from Justiniana Prima which gives the author an argument to
see it as a result of the relations between the new and old episcopal sees in
6th - beginning of 7th century.

The contribution of Alexandra-Kyriaki Wassiliou-Seibt deals with
the limes from Messambria to Belgrade in a case study of Beroe/Beroia.
All the available information that could be obtained from the Byzantine
seals concerning the military importance of this center during the middle-
Byzantine period is presented in the light of the strategoi and others such
as Romanos, a magistrate of dukate/katepanate of Beroe from the late 10th
and uth century. They reveal not only prosopographic material, but also a
document about the upgrading of Beroe into a dukate/katepanate after the
middle of the uth century.

Ivan Jordanov, Ivo Topalilov, and Svetlana Nedelcheva
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Byzantine sigillography
Ivan Jordanov

Abstract: The article offers a brief overview of the development of Byzantine sigillo-
graphy. We study the publications in the different countries and their contribution which
leads to the main purpose of compiling a complete corpus of Byzantine seals and using their
information as complete historical sources.

Key words: Sigillography, Byzantine lead seals, boulloteria

Pe3rome: CtaTusita npejsjara KpaTbK IIperjie; Ha pa3sBUTUETO Ha BH3aHTHMCKATA CHU-
I‘I/IJIOI'pa(l)I/IH. HpOC]Ie,E[HBaT ce l'[y6]'[I/IKaLLI/II/ITe B pa3/IMYHUTE CTPpAaHU U TE€XHUS IIPUHOC BO-
Aellr O OCHOBHATA Lel — I/I3pa6OTBaHeTO Ha II'bJIEH KOpHYC Ha BU3AHTUUCKUTE TeYaTu U
H3II0/I3yBaHE Ha TsAXHaTa I/IH(l)OpMaLLI/IH KaTO II'b/THOLI€HHW UCTOPUY€CKH U3BOPH.

The present issue of Studia academica Sumenensia is dedicated to Byzantine
sigillography. Today it is a modern historical discipline. The seals, which are
its main subject, are authentic sources that have reached us directly over the
centuries. There are no transcripts and subjectivism. They were part of the
Empire’s life and their information was objective and credible. This article
will briefly outline its development.

How did the interest in Byzantine seals arise?

Even the first studies devoted to Byzantine history use the data of the
seals and show that it is necessary for the Byzantine seals to be presented in
a common publication in order to make them easier to use. It is difficult to
answer the question about the date of the first publication as the interest in
Byzantine history in Western Europe began in the 15th and 16th century and
then the publication of chronicles, manuscripts and documents began. Some
of the documents have been stamped and the author of the publication has
also copied the text of the seal.

Anyway, when did the first publication about a Byzantine seal without
a document appear?
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Ivan Jordanov

The dissertation work of Fr. Ficoroni (1666-1746), published in 1750 in
Rome' is considered the earliest publication on Byzantine seals. It includes
Byzantine coins and seals.

A hundred years later, ]J. Sabatier made a similar attempt. In a special
article he published twenty specimens - imperial, patriarchal, secular and
church seals. They are presented by drawings which makes it difficult to use
them today, but still it is possible.> The same author published a few years
later the first catalog of Byzantine coins. Imperial seals instead of coins were
included by mistake.

The Italian, A. Salinas, was the first to announce in 1864 his ambition
to make a full list of seals. This project stopped while still at the point of
insignificant preliminary work.

By the end of the 19th century, the names of several researchers in the
field of Byzantine sphragistics can be listed, but among them are the names
of two who work in parallel and who become the founders of Byzantine
sigillography.

One of them is A. D. Mordtmann, a physician practicing in Istanbul.
Along with his medical duties, he has a hobby - collecting, documenting and
publishing Byzantine seals. It is the beginning of the scientific classification
of the Byzantine seals. He is the author of several thematic publications that
have not lost their relevance today.s

The other one is G. Schlumberger (1844-1929), a medicine graduate,
who devoted himself to his passion for Byzantine history, numismatics and
sigillography. In 1884, his main work, Sigillographie de 'empire Byzantin,®
was published, and for decades it was the leading study in the field. It is
adequately used up to this day. The only drawback is that, according to
the time it was published (1884), the seals included in it are illustrated by
drawings, and their author is not Schlumberger himself.

The legacy of Mordtmann and Schlumberger, apart from their
publications, includes the seals themselves. Their whole collections or parts
of them were preserved. The first one is kept in Vienna at the Art Museum,
and a significant part of the second one was bought by N. P. Lichachev and is
stored in the Hermitage.

The subsequent works by K. Konstantopoulos, J. Ebersolt, W. Gray
Birch, M. Rostovtsew — M. Prou etc. failed to surpass this level, compiling

! Ficoroni 1750.

2 Sabatier 1858/1859, 82-100, pl. 331-332.

3 Sabatier 1862, pl. XLVII, 9.

4 Salinas 1872, 264-268, 6; 1874, 96-98, 216-219, pl. 48.

5> Mordtmann 1872/1873, 57-81; 1877a, 289-298; 1877b, 46-60; 1880, 44-49; 1882/1883,
17, 144-152.

¢ Schlumberger 1884.
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Byzantine sigillography

a more complete or more schematic catalog. More distinguishable are the
publications by B. A. Panchenko? and N. P. Lichachev,® the latter particularly
emphasizing on the iconography of the seals.

K. Konstantopoulos (1874-1940) is the curator of the collection at the
Athens Numismatic Museum, and from 1924 until his death he is a director.
After a series of publications at the end of the 19th and the beginning of
the twentieth century, he summarized his work by publishing in 1917 a
complete catalog of the collection, comprising nearly 2000 pieces.® The book
is provided with a full-time index of personal names, titles and positions, and
a special index of poetic (metric) seals. A drawback of the book, apart from
the telegraphic descriptions of the seals, is the absence of their illustrations.
In 1930, Konstantopoulos published a large collection of seals, already with
photographic illustrations of the gypsum castings of the originals.”

J. Ebersolt (1879-1933) is a long-time explorer of the Byzantine capital
of Constantinople. In 1914 he published the Byzantine seals stored in the
collection of the Archaeological Museum of Istanbul." This is the first
collection related to a specific origin - location. It includes interesting
specimens, but its short descriptions and lack of illustrations are the main
drawbacks. Recently, this weakness has been corrected with the publication
of a special monograph in 2013.2

W. Gray Birch published seals from the British Museum’s manuscript
department, with specific way of arranging and no illustrations.? The seals
themselves are kept in the manuscript department at the British Museum
and are in a well-preserved condition.

A decisive progress was made by Father Vitalien Laurent, who was
able to use with great success the results of the prosoposographic studies in
sigillography and vice versa.

He was born on 26 May 1896 under the name Luis Philippe Oliver
Laurent.”

In 1924 he was ordained as a priest and sent to Kadikdy in Turkey for a
service, where he spent a considerable amount of time. Since 1930 he had been

7 Panchenko 1903, 199-246 (N° 1-124); 1904, 341-396 (N° 125-300); 1908, 78-151 (N° 300-
500)

8 Lichachev 1911; 1901.

9 Konstantopoulos 1917.

© Konstantopoulos 1930.

1 Ebersolt 1914, 207-243, 377-409.

2 Cheynet, Gokyildirim et al. 2013.

3 Gray Birch 1898.

4 In 1992, I had the opportunity to work with some examples of this collection,
looking for parallels to Bulgarian findings.

5 Darrouzes 1974, 343-379.
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the editor of Echos d’Orient magazine. In 1938 he was elected a director of
the Bucharest Institute of Byzantine Studies and from 1940 he was a member
of the Romanian Academy of Sciences. In 1947 after a nearly 10-year stay he
was expelled from Romania due to the new political realities.

In 1952 he was appointed the curator of the Vatican medal collection.
Until his death on 21 November 1973 he held various academic positions.
His entire conscious life he devoted to the Byzantine sigillography and the
writing of the renowned corpus of all Byzantine seals known throughout the
world.

In 1929-1931 he published a bibliographic review and analysis of all
publications on Byzantine seals for the period 1915-1930,"° which in the
following years became a regular review of such publications.

In 1934 he composed a project of future research” and, through his long-
lasting creative career from 1924 to 1973, he seemed to be his only performer,
publishing a number of collections and corpora.®

The contribution of all these and other scientists is indisputable. Their
research is still up to date as it has an extraordinary advantage — authentic
documentary sources, such as seal information, are published for the first
time.

Past years have convincingly demonstrated that it is not in the capacity
of one person, and within one generation to publish the renowned Corpus of
Byzantineseals. That is howarose the initiative of Prof. Nikolaos Oikonomideés,
at that time a Professor at the University of Montreal and a Coordinator of
the Sigillographic Program at the Dumbarton Oaks Byzantine Center in
Washington. He took up the task of coordinating the efforts of all scientists
working on these monuments and directed their search to documenting and
publishing the collections, as well as specific observations. An important
part in this co-ordination were the regular scientific symposiums during the
Congresses of Byzantine Studies and between them. The beginning was set
in the summer of 1986 at the sixteenth Congress of Byzantine Studies, which
took place in Washington.

Extremely useful was the gesture of the Dumbarton Oaks Center for
Byzantine Studies to fund and publish the proceedings of these symposiums
in a separate volume ‘Studies in Byzantine Sigillography’, as well as the
bibliographic review of the publications between the symposiums before.
Already 11 volumes have been published. The last few volumes are published
in Europe.

¢ Laurent 1929/1930, 571-654; 1931, 771-829.
7 Laurent 1934, 385-395.
® Laurent 1932; 1952; 1962; 1963/1972; 1981.
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Up to now, 11 such symposiums have been carried out, the Sixth was in
Preslavin1998." Byzantine sphragistics in Bulgaria deserves special attention.
It is one of the good examples.

Byzantine sigillography in Bulgaria evolved in its own specific way.
As early as the time of the Bulgarian National Revival, when the Bulgarian
state was not yet restored, the interest in seals (initially in Bulgarian ones)
emerged as a means of inspiring cultural and intellectual revival. The first
publication on a Bulgarian seal was in 1845, when the renowned Bulgarian
Maecenas Vasil Aprilov published a deed and a seal of the last Bulgarian tsar,
Ivan Shishman (1371-1393), originating from the Rila Monastery.>

After the liberation of Bulgaria from the Ottoman rule (1877), the basic
state institutions such as the library, museum and university were established
and they showed interest in the study of Byzantine seals as well.

The development of Byzantine sigillography can be traced in several
aspects.

The first aspect is related to the necessity of the seals’ data. This
information was highly valued by the Bulgarian medievalists and particularly
by the patriarch of the Bulgarian medieval studies and a Byzantinist Prof.
Vasil Zlatarski. He had a special affinity to seals and is the author of several
publications on Byzantine sigillography.>

The second aspect is related to publications on Byzantine seals from
the territory of modern Bulgaria.

The first publications were of European quality and significance. The
author of the first publication was Gustave Schlumberger, the founder of
Byzantine sigillography.

He must have contacted Vatslav Dobrouski, the director of the Archaeo-
logical Museum, since in 1900, on the pages of Revue des etudes qrecques,
Schlumberger published several specimens from the Archaeological Museum
collection on the basis of their transcriptions sent to him by Dobrouski.>* As
it seems, the transcriptions were accurate, since Schlumberger’s definitions
are still valid from the present point of view. The fact that the first Bulgarian
publication of a Bulgarian ruler’s seal in 1901 was in the authoritative periodical

9 The choice of the International Association of Byzantine Sphragistics for the VIth
Symposium to be held in Bulgaria, namely in Veliki Preslav, was due to a variety of
reasons, mainly to the fact that in the town of Veliki Preslav a collection of seals
(part of the archives of the local mayor) was found (in situ) during archaeological
excavations, in an authentic environment. It consists of more than 550 lead seals, 250
lead cores and 4 moulds for their casting. Something that had not been seen before.
> Aprilov 1940, 261-264, tabl. IV.

2 Zlatarski 1922, 86-102; 1929, 143-148; 1931, 49-63.

22 Schlumberger 1900, 467-492, nos. 146-203.
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Revue numismatique, with Dobrouski himself as the author, is probably
also due to the co-operation between Schlumberger and the museum’s
director.>

The next publication is again a result of international co-operation.
It concerns the seals and coins discovered during the first archaeological
expedition to Aboba-Pliska (1899-1900). The author of this publication is the
prominent Russian Byzantinist and sigillographer B. A. Panchenko.>

On the whole, the conclusion that can be drawn is that the first
publications on the seals from the collection of the Archaeological Museum
in Sofia were written by scholars of international significance.

Further on, the enrichment and the publication of the collection is
related to Nikola Mushmov.

First of all, we should mention that the bulloterion purchased in 1926-
1927 discovered in the village of Alvanlarah (Yablanovo), Omurtag region,
belonged to Bryennios Batatzes, stratelates of the West (mid uth century).
This is a really unique find, for which the museum paid 10,000 BGN, a fairly
large amount for that time. In the same year 1927, Mushmov published it
for the first time in the Proceedings of Archaeological Museum.> Father
Vitalien Laurent proposed an emendation of Mushmov’s reading still in
1931.2° Corrections in the dating and the information about the owner of the
seal, Bryennios Bataztes, are offered in several of my publications.>”

In 1934 N. Mushmov published the first comprehensive survey of the
Byzantine seals in the National Archaeological Museum’s Collection.?® Given
the level of the development of Byzantine sigillography at that time, as well
as Mushmov’s knowledge of the matter, his publication was by no means an
achievement.

In the same year 1934, Todor Gerasimov (1903-1974) was appointed as
Mushmov’s successor, who kept the inventory book until his retirement in
1972 and worked for the enrichment of the collection with new finds coming
mainly from the old Bulgarian centers Pliska and Preslav. Gerasimov visited
museums and private collections throughout the country and documented all
the seals he had access to through plaster casts, probably with the intention
to publish them but unfortunately he could not.

Several publications of seals from Pliska and Preslav respectively by T.
Gerasimov,® S. Maslev®* and T. Totev?* date from this period.

3 Dobrouski 1901, 258-261.

24 Panchenko 1905, 291-300.

3 Moushmov 1927, 1-8.

26 Laurent 1929/1930, 581-582, 638.

27 Jordanov 1992b, 387-393; 2006, no. 89; 2009, no. 1025.
¥ Moushmov 1934, 162-183.

29 Gerasimov 1940/1942, 169-171; 1976, 125-142.

° Maslev 1955, 445-462.

3 Totev 1972, 287-292.
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A new phenomenon are the seals from the Krakra fortress near present-
day Pernik published by Yordanka Yurukova.®

Another collection of seals is formed around medieval Dristra. The
initiator of the collection and publications was the director of the local lyceum
Perikle Papahaji in co-operation with prof. Banesku,® in the years when
Silistra was under Romanian rule (1918-1940). When Silistra was returned to
Bulgaria in 1940, P. Papahaji withdrew to Bucharest but retained his interest
in the Byzantine seals from Silistra. On the whole, Silistra and the medieval
Dristra proved to be a fruitful field for activity of the Romnian researchers
such as N. Banesku, I. Barnia, P. Diaconu and recently A. Madjaru.

It can be maintained that until the discovery in 1979, less than a
hundred specimens preserved in various museums and private collections
were registered in the territory of modern Bulgaria.

The turning point was in 1979, when the foundations of a building used
for the archives by the local strategos in the period 971-1092 were discovered
during archaeological excavations in the second medieval Bulgarian capital
Preslav. More than 500 Byzantine lead seals, 250 lead blanks and 4 moulds
for casting the blanks were found inside and near the building. All these finds
were included and commented on in a monographic volume.+

Along with the work on the Preslav seals my task has also been the
location, documentation and publication of all Byzantine seals from the
territory of modern Bulgaria.

As a result of my constant effort more than 3, 500 Byzantine seals, 800
lead blanks, 20 moulds for casting and 2 boulloteria have been located from
the territory of modern Bulgaria and documented, so far they are published
in about a hundred of my studies, articles and monographs.>

What follows next?

The project Corpus of Byzantine seals from Bulgaria was successfully
completed. However, new finds are constantly being discovered. They
were published in three Supplements containing about three hundred new
specimens.3

The new finds come mainly from the archaeological excavations in
Pliska, Preslav, Silistra, Anchialos and other centres. The collection of seals
from the Kurdjali region which is going to be published in the near future
was not included in the Corpus.

3 Yurukova 1983, 102-165.

3 Bdnescu 1932, 321-331; Banescu & Papahagi 1935, 601-604; Barnea 1982, 201-212.
3+ Jordanov 1993.

35 Jordanov 1992a; 2003; 2006; 2009; Jordanov & Zhekova 2007.

3¢ Jordanov 2011, 189-228; 2015, 223-306; 2018.
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[ hope that the coming generations will have their share in
supplementing and amending the Corpus. After all, they will be much better
equipped making good use of our results.

Finally, I would like to draw the following conclusion. Byzantine
sigillography in Bulgaria has shown a dynamic development especially
over the last thirty years. About three thousand and five hundred seals are
preserved in various, mostly state, collections. A Corpus of Byzantine seals
from the territory of modern Bulgaria is available - something few countries
can be proud of.

Up to now more than 70, ooo Byzantine seals have been stored in
various collections around the world, mostly lead seals, a significant number
of which has not been published.

The last few decades have seen visible progress both in the primary
publication of a number of collections and in their interpretation.

In the largest collection of Byzantine seals, the one of Dumberton Oaks
published 6 volumes of geographic name seals.>” Part of the Dumberton Oaks’
seals are digitized and available on-line.

The contribution of the second largest collection, the one of Hermitage,
which includes more than 12, ooo expos, is too modest. After Panchenko’s
catalog of the seals in Russian Archaeological Institute in Constantinople,
most of which are nowadays in the Hermitage, separate monographs, studies
and articles of no more than 1, ooo copies have been published. However,
there has been some progress.>®

Greece - the seals of the collection of the Athenian numismatic museum
with surnames,® as well as others new collections are republished.*

France - traditionally working actively - after Schlumberger and Laurent
- their successor is Professor Cheynet. He is an author of monographs of
private and public collections.* The publication of the Istanbul seals was also
due to his initiative. The third collection of Georgios Zakos, which includes
more than 6, 234 pieces, has recently been given to the French National
Library, its publishing is forthcoming.

Vienna - works in two directions. Two volumes* have already been
published on seals from collections in Vienna; there is a project of a photo

37 Nesbitt & Oikonomides 1991; 1994; 1996; McGeer, Nesbitt et al. 2001; 2005; Nesbitt
2009.

3% Sokolova 1983; 2007; Stepanova 2006; Shandrovskaya 1969, 244-253; 1971, 28-45;
19773, 102-119; 1977b; Sandrovskaja & Seibt 200s5.

3 Staurakos 2000.

40 Staurakos 1995; Koltzida-Makre 1996.

# Cheynet 1998/1999; 2008; Cheynet & Theodoridis 2010.

+ Seibt 1978; Wassiliou & Seibt 2004.
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collection of the Byzantine seals. This AAN project, led by Professor Werner
Seibt for more than four decades, has set the task of finding and classifying
all Byzantine seals from around the world. According to the project report,
more than 50, 0oo seals have been processed, read, illustrated and classified
up to the present moment.

Recently, a third corpus project of Byzantine metric seals has been
successfully implemented.#

The number of seals from Crimea and the present-day Ukraine# has
increased. Especially active is the work with the archive in Chersonese.*

The work of Georgios Zakos is worth a special place in the review. He is
an emblematic figure in Byzantine sphragistics.*® He is the greatest collector
of Byzantine seals in the twentieth century and, at the same time, one of the
best scientists to ensure their publication. He is the author of a two-volume
publication in which a large number of Byzantine seals were published for
the first time. The first volume with co-author Alexander Veglery contains
more than 3, 500 pieces divided in three parts, accompanied by an album
with exceptionally high-quality photographic boards, presenting the seals
from the sth to the gth century,# and the second one over 1000 lead seals
from the 10th - 12th century.®

As a result of his activity (he spent almost all his life in Istanbul
(Constantinople) in various collections around the world - Dumbarton Oaks,
the Paris National Library and the Museum of Art and History in Geneva, etc.,
more than seventeen thousand (17 108) Byzantine seals and two boulloteria
are stored.

These and hundreds of other smaller or larger contributions in the field
of Byzantine sphragistics aim to make the prerequisites for the creation of the
true CORPUS, which, in present-day possibilities, can be virtual and realized
through digitalization. There are some attempts in this direction that should
be encouraged.

Alexeenko, N. P. (2006) L'administration byzantine de Cherson et sa
région d’apreés les sceaux (VIIIéme-XIéme siécle) (Paris).

Aprilov, V. (1940) ‘Bolgarskie gramoty (Odessa)’, in: Vasil Aprilov.
Izbrani sachineniya (Sofia), 261-264.

4 Two volumes have already been published - Wassiliou-Seibt 2011; 2016.

4 Bulgakova 2004. Lately Sheremetew’s collection has been actively formed. See
Sheremetew 2015.

4 Alexeenko 2006.

46 Short biography is published in Campagnolo-Pothitou & Cheynet 2016.

47 Zacos & Veglery 1972.

4 7acos 1984.
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HoBoe cpparuncrudyeckoe cBUIETETBCTBO
B fonoxHeHue K Kopnycy Bu3aHTHIICKHAX
nevyareu u3 boarapun
(New sphragistic evidence in addition to
the Bulgarian Corpus of Byzantine Seals)

Hukonait AnekceeHKO

Abstract: The introduction into scholarship of a new seal of hypatos and domestikos of
the Hikanatoi of the West Paul Phylakos will amend the corpus of Byzantine seals from Bulgaria
to include the seal of previously unknown person, will get us acquainted with a new member
of the Phylakoi family, and will enlarge to some extend our notion of Byzantine military elite,
which was closely connected to the Balkans in the age of the Byzantine-Pecheneg wars of
the eleventh century; this case clarifies the data of an elite cavalry corps commanded by the
domestikos of the Hikanatoi.

Key words: History of the Byzantine Empire, Byzantine seals, sigillography, molybdo-
boulloi, prosopography

Pesome: BpBexxgaHeTo B HayueH 060pPOT Ha HOBY IT€YATH HA MUIIATOCA U JOMECTHK Ha
MKaHaTuTe Ha 3anaz [laBesn Pumakoc He caMo Ie JOMbIHU KOPITyca Ha BUSAHTHUHCKHUTE Teva-
THU OT b'bIrapusi ¢ MOJMBAOBYJI OT HEU3BECTEH /IO TO3M MOMEHT BOeHa4Ya/IHUK U 1iie yTOYHSAT
JAHHM 3a €IMH OT e/IMTHUTE KOPIyCH Ha BU3aHTHIHCKaTa apMHs, HO U 1€ HH 3all03HasIT C
HOBH IIPe/ICTaBUTeIN Ha pamMmInsaTa Ha PrIakoc M OTTYK — 32 BU3AHTHICKYSI BOEHEH eJIUT,
MMall] TeCHU Bp'b3KU ¢ baskaHUTe B mepro/ia Ha BU3AHTUHCKO-TIedeHe)XKHTe BOWHHU IIpe3 11 B.

Yike He pa3 oTMe4asnock, YTo bosrapus siBisieTcst OAHOM U3 CTpaH, 00-
JIAJAOUIMX 3HAYUTEIbHBIM COOpaHHEeM BHU3AaHTHUUCKHUX TevaTed — IeHHeMH-
LIMX UCTOPUYECKUX UCTOYHUKOB, HEPEAKO 00/1aIAI0IINX YHUKAIbHON HUT A
6osee He cogepaleiics nHbopmartmeii. Berxon B cBet Kopryca BusaHTwHiic-
KHUX nevaTteii u3 bonrapuu,' mokasaa BaXXKHOCTh U 3HAUUMOCTh 3THX apXe0JIo-
IMYEeCKUX MAMATHUKOB KaK GeCIPUCTPACTHBIX CBUAETeNeN ObIIBIX UCTOPH-

! Jordanov 2003; 2006; 2009.
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YeCKUX peaysni, COXPAaHUBIIUX IeHHeHIylo HHPOPMALUIO U /I NCTOPUHU
BusanTHiickoro rocyzapcrsa B LieJIOM, M OCOOEHHO [JJIs1 IIPOBHHIIMAIBHBIX
pernoHoB. [Ipencrasnennsiii B Kopmyce cdparucrrueckuii MmaTepuan o6a-
Iaet 6orareiiiieil ”HopMalMe 41 NCCIeS0BaHUM BOTPOCcOB GOPMHPOBA-
HUsI OTHOLIEHHI MeCTHBIX OQHIIMAJIOB C LIeHTPAIbHOW U TPOBUHIUATIBHBIMHU
aJMHUHHMCTPALMSIMM, Pa3BUTHS SKOHOMHUYECKUX U TOPTOBbIX CBSI3€H peruo-
Ha, a TaKoKe IEeMOHCTPHUPYeT caMble pa3HOOOpas3Hble KOHTAKThl YUHOBHUKOB
U IIpeJCcTaBUTeIed NPUABOPHOM apUCTOKPATHUN.

[IpomomxeHre HaXOAOK MOJIMB/OBYJIOB B Pa3/JIMYHBIX YacTsax boira-
PpHYH, HepeIKO COePIKallMX 3aTepsIBIINeCs] B aHHa/IaX UCTOPUU CBUJETE/IbCTBa,
C KaXJbIM PasoM JaeT BO3MOXXHOCTb OTKPBIBAaTh BCe HOBbIE U HOBbIE ee He-
M3BEeCTHbIE CTPAHUIBI.

[TosiBIeHre HOBOT'O MOJTMBZOBYJIA U3 00/ITapCKUX HAXOAOK, TPHUHAAIe-
YKaBUIErO OJHOMY U3 NpeJCcTaBUTeNell BU3AaHTUHCKON BOGHHOU apUCTOKpa-
TUW> He TOJIbKO JOIOJIHSIET W pacIlHpsieT HAllW 3HAaHWSI O BU3AaHTHUNCKOM
MPUCYTCTBUU Ha TEPPUTOPUM 3TOTO ba/lKaHCKOro permoHa, HO U BBOJUT B
060pOT LeHHYI0 HHPOPMALIHUIO 06 OJHOM U3 ITUTHBIX KOHTHHI'€HTOB BU3aH-
ThiCcKoro Boicka XI B.

1. M-340. YactHas koutekuus U. TopukoBa (Mocksa) (®ur. 1).

D - 24 MM; TONIINHA ITVIACTUHKU — 2 MM; B€C 10, 1T.

@ur. 1. [Tevarts [TaBna ®unaka (Punakoca), unara v JOMeCTHUKA MKAaHATOB 3anaja

(ok. cepepunnt XI B.).

2 ABTOp BbIpa)KaeT I/TyGOKYIO MPU3HATEIbHOCTh U G1arogapHocTs M. T'opuikosy 3a
IIPe/IOCTABIEHHYIO BO3MOXKHOCTh U3y4YeHHUs U Iy6/IMKALIUH [TeYaTH.
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Hogoe cdparucrryeckoe cBuaeTensCcTBO B fomnonHenne K Kopmycy...

CoxpaHHOCTH X0Opoluast; 060POTHAsI CTOPOHA CJIerKa JelleHTPUPOBAHA
BHU3.

[Tpoucxoxaenvie HensBecTHO (Bonrapwus).

He uzgana.

AHanoruii He U3BeCTHO.

Asepc. YeTbIpexcTpoYHasi HAAIUCh B XEMUYY)XHOM O0OZKe, YKpalleH-
Hast CBepPXy U CHU3Y KPECTHKOM U3 YeThIPeX JKEMUY)KUH MEX/y ABYX JIernecT-
KOB:

+KER &/ K(0p1)e B(on))6(er)
MA T AQVII. Mo(0) A O[]
TWKAIAW T Kot dw

MECTIK peotik(w)

PeBepc. YeTbipexcTpoyHast HAAMKUCH B XKEMUYY)KHOM 000/Ke, YKpaLIeH-
Hasl CBePXYy KOCBIM KPeCTHUKOM C )XeMUY)XHHaMU B yIJlax MeX/y [BYyX JenecT-
KOB:

TWHKA T (v) ko
NATTVCA vat(wv) Tug A
.CEQWCTON [V]ogwg toOv
OVAAK Ouiak(av)

K¥pte Bonfet [MavAw Omate kot Swpeotikw
TV NKAXVATWV TG AVoews TOV OuAakay.

[levaTp mpezacTaBisieT TaK Ha3bIBAEMbIN OM/IaTepanbHbIN TUIL. THIO-
JIOTUYeCKU U CTHUIMCTUYECKH PACcCMAaTPUBAEMbI MOJMBAOBYJ MOJTHOCTHIO
COOTBETCTBYeT MaMsITHUKAM I1epBOii MoM0BUHBI X| B. U, HAaZl0 1MO/IaraTh, MpU-
Ha/IJIe)Xasl Bafiesblly To uMeHH [laBes, mpecTaBeHHOMY B JieTreH/ie B COKpa-
IIeHHOU popMe ¢ IPOIMYyCKOM UNCUIOH B LieHTpe. PotoBOe MMsI IOC/ieJHero
Ha Hall B3T/IsAJ, YUTAETCs BIIOJIHE yBepeHHOo — Puaka (Punakac).

K coxanenuto, cemeiictBo PumakoB He PpUTypUpyeT B MMepPeYHSIX BU-
3aHTMICKUX apUCTOKpaTHIecKux cemeitcTs’ u [aBen Punaka (Punaxac) ve
HM3BEeCTEeH 0 JPYTUM UCTOYHHUKaM.

3 Cm. Kazhdan 1974.
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Tem He MeHee, mpe/CTaBJeHHasl Ha Ie4YaTU TUTYJATypa Biajeblia
CTaBUT €ro PsiJ, BeCbMa BbICOKOIIOCTAB/IEHHBIX BU3aHTUHCKHUX YNHOBHUKOB.
[1aBes yZoCTOEH paHra unama, KOTOPbIi BHOBb 0OpeJT BBICOKYIO 3HAYMMOCTh
B KOHIIe 1030-X IT. TekcTsl XI B. IpeCTaBASIOT unama UCKIIOUYUTETbHO KaK
TUTYJI, HO TIO PaHI'y 3HAaYMUTEe/IbHO BbILIe npomocnagpapus.* MoxxHO Ha3BaTh
Le/bIi psi, YMHOBHUKOB CaMOI'O BBICOKOTO PaHTra, KOTOPble B TOT IepH-
O/I TAaKKe YKasbIBAaIOT HAa CBOMX IedYaTsIX TUTYJI KOHCyla-unarta. Hanpumep,
aHarpadesc bonarapun - marpukuii u unat KoncrantuH,’ cyges Benym u
¢dembl KuBrproTOB - matpukuii u unat Muxau,® cyps unmogpoma u Gpembl
Oncukuii — naTpukuii 1 unat MoanH DK3aMWINT’ U Le/bIi psif, ApyTUX.

Emje 6osiee 3HauMTEIBHBIM (PAKTOPOM MPUHA/JIEKHOCTH HALIETO Iep-
COHa)Xa K BO@HHOW 3/IMTe MpeJCTaBAseTCsl MPUCYTCTBUE HA MedaTH JOJDK-
HOCTH JJOMEeCTHKa UKaHaTOB.

Kak u3BecTHO >/MTHBIM KaBajJlepPUICKUU KOPIYC — TarMa MKaHATOB,
COCTOSIBLIAsi M3 CBHIHOBEH JIy4IIMX HMIIEPCKUX ceMeMcTB® Gbla cosjaHa
umnepatopom Hukudopom I (802-811) mepBoHaYaibHO KaK OTPsi, TUIHOMI
OXpaHbI ero cbiHa U co-npaButens: CraBpakus.® [To muenuro /x. Xang0Ha,
Kotopoe noggepxuBaeT U A.C. MoxoB, mepBbIM ero KOMaH/yIOIIUM SIBJISLIICS
naTpukuii [leTp, GbIBIIMIT B MpaBiaeHWe umrepaTpulsl Upunsl (797-802),
ZIOMECTUKOM CXOJL."° MCTOYHMKHM COOOLIAIOT, YTO 3TOT UMIEPCKUN DTUTHBIN
KOHTHHIE€HT ObLI IMPAaKTHUYeCKU YHUUYTOXKEH, & CaM KOMaHJUDP — MaTPUKHI
[TeTp nomnasn B 60/IrapcKuii IieH" B pe3yJibTaTe MoxoAa 811 I., 06epHyBLIero-
Cs1 HACTOsILIeH BOeHHO# KaTacTpodoii fyist umnepun.> A. C. MoxoB nosaraer,
YTO B HaYaJIe CBOETO CyLIeCTBOBAHMS TarMa MKaHATOB OblIa TPAaKTUYECKH He
JeecrrocoOHbIM O0EBBIM MO pa3ieeHrneM, T.K. COCTOsI/Ia He 13 npodeccro-
HAJIBHBIX BOEHHBIX, a U3 MOJIO/IBIX OTIIPBICKOB 3HATHBIX CTOJIMYHBIX POJIOB.S

TeMm He MeHee, Ha/IM4YHe 3TOrO0 BOMHCKOTO KOHTUHTE€HTA B BU3aHTHUIC-
KHX JIOKyMEHTaX CBHJETE/NIbCTBYeT O ero opuuuanbHoM craryce. KomaH-
JUP TarMbl — JOMECTUK MKAHATOB Ha3BaH B TaKTHMKOHe YCIIEHCKOTro cpe-

4 Oikonomidés 1972, 296, n. 48, 49.

> Konstantinopoulos 1917, 35, nr. 119; Schlumberger 1891, nr. 50; Zacos 1984, 234,
nr. 423.

6 Zacos 1984, 296, nr. 590; Campagnolo-Pothitou & Cheynet 2016, 150, nr. 128.

7 Nesbitt & Oikonomides 1996, 60, nr. 39.14a-b; Campagnolo-Pothitou & Cheynet
2016, 166, nr. 144.

8 Dujcev 1965, 210 ,.

9 Savvides 2001, 221, 222.

° Haldon 1984, 245, 246, 611, nr. 1028; cm. Kiithn 1991, 116, 117; Mokhov 2013, 112.

" Dujcev 1965, 214 ; Winkelmann 2000, 606, nr. 6046.

* Theophanis 1883, 491, ; Oikonomidés 1972, 332.

5 Mokhov 2013, 112.
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oy npotocnadapues Beien, 3a soroperoMm apoma. /la u B mocsesyomux
TaktukoHax IX-X BB. OMECTHMK HMKAHATOB MO-TIPeXHeMYy QUIYpUPYeT B
HMMIIePCKOM HOMEHKJ/IaType, 3aHMMasi YeTBepToe MeCTO Cpefii CeMH JloMecC-
THKOB.> Bosiee Toro B Kinroponornu ®unodes oH oTHeceH K YHHOBHUKAM
NepBOro paHra, KOTOPBIM I0JIara/IMCh TUTYJIbI aHPUIIATa U MATPUKHS.

N3 «Kauru nepemoHuii» M3BeCTHO, YTO B CeIbMOM MHIUKT IIpaBJie-
uust Koncrautrda VII u Pomana I1 (949 r.) KOpIyc MKaHAaTOB HAIMTHIBAJT
456 BCafiHUKOB,"” BKIt04asi opuepos. [To muennto /[x. bropu oH cocTosin us
BOCBMHM GaH[, 110 NATHIECST YeloBeK U 56 opuiepos.®

WccnepgoBaTenu, oTMevast HallMuuve JODKHOCTU AOMECTHKA MKAaHATOB
B McTOYHMKax [X-X BB., BBICKa3bIBalOT MHEHHE O HEKOTOPOI COMHUTE/IBHOC-
THU AAHHBIX 00 3TOM BOMHCKOM paHre, otHocsuxcs K XI croseruio, rnosa-
rasi, YTO B 3TOT N€PHUOJ, YITIOMHUHAHHUS O HeM He TOJIbKO Pe3KO COKpalaeTcs,
HO W COBCeM wmcuesaer mocsie npasiaenus: Bacumus I (976-1025).° Kpome
TOTO, CYIeCTByeT IpobyieMa U U3-3a BOBMOXXHOCTH HMCITOJIb30BAHMS TEPMHU-
Ha Mkanamul B KauecTBe poJo0BOro uMeHU. Takue npumepsl AefiCTBUTE/IBHO
VMMEIOT MeCTO U B MMChbMEHHBIX HCTOYHHKAX,*® U 0COOEHHO B cparrcTukKe.
V3BeCcTHO HECKOJIBKO IeYaTeid, KOTOpble, 6e3yC/I0OBHO, TIPUHA/JIEKAT Ipej-
craBuTensiM posa Mkanaros.”

OpHako Ha HallleM MOJIUBJOBYJIe, KOTOPBIH, BHe BCSIKOTO COMHEHUS,
npuHaanexxuT Xl cToneTuio, ofJHOBpeMeHHO IMPUCYTCTBYeT U MaTPOHUM U
JOJ/DKHOCTD, TaK YTO HEeT HUKAKUX COMHEHUH, YTO B JAHHOM CJIy4ae UCIIOJIb-
30BaHHE TEPMHUHA TOV NKOVEATWV PUMEHEHO UMEHHO B KQ4eCTBe JO/DKHOC-
TH.

Bonee Toro Ha paccMaTpuBaeMOM MOJIMB/IOBYJIE YKa3aHO JBOMHOE 3Ha-
YeHHe MOCTa JOMECTHKA — TV NKAvATwV Th¢ AVoewg. B cBoe Bpems mpod. U.
WMoppanos my6mukys nmeyats JIbBa CapakMHOMYy/Ma ¢ TIOA0GHOM ereH0ii™
BBICKA3aJl NIpeJI0JI0XKeHHe O TOM, YTO BO BpeMsl BOeHHOM KaMnaHuu MoaH-
Ha llumucxust B bonrapuu nocie 971 r. KOpIyc UKaHATOB ObUI pa3ziesieH Ha

4 Oikonomides 1972, 53..

> Oikonomidés 1972, 103, 105, , 249, , 271,.
' Oikonomides 1972, 139, .

7 Constantini Porphyrogeniti 1829, 666 ..

8 Bury 1911, 63.

9 Oikonomideés 1976, 143; Kithn 1991, 116-119.

2 Cm. Hanpumep: Uspenskii 1897, 42.

2 Laurent 1962, 190, 191, nr. 179; 1981, 570, nr. 1037; Szemioth & Wasilewsky 1969, 80,
81, nr. 82, tabl. I11.82; Cheynet, Morrisson et al. 1991, 199, 200, nr. 300; Stavrakos 2000,
166-168, nr. 94; Jordanov 2003, 163, nr. 243, 243A; Wassiliou & Seibt 2004, 213, 214,
nr. 215; Bulgakova 2004, 111-113, 1.5.4a-b; Sandrovskaja & Seibt 2005, 15, 116, nr. 101;
Cheynet, Gokyildirim et al. 2012, 664, 665, nr. 7.50.

2 Jordanov 1993, 94-95, nr. 168-174.
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ZIB€ YaCTH BOCTOYHYIO M €BPOIEMCKYI0, KOTOPO ¥ KoMaHZoBas CapakuHO-
ny1.2 OgHako no3aHee, mpu pe-my6aukanuy nevdareit /IsBa CapakuHomya,
y4Y€eHbIi, OMUPAsICh Ha JIEr€Hy MeYaTH JAOMeCTHKa SKCKyBHTOB M BocToka
naTpuKusi ApJiasecta’ 0TKasasics OT 3TOM MBIC/IH U PEKOHCTPYHUPOBAJI TEKCT
nevareii CapakuHoITy1a mo o6pasy U nmogo6uo nocaeaHe, BOCCTaHABIUBAs
co103 kai (S) Mmexay tov Nkavdtwy 1 Avcew.”

K coxajieHuio HU OfIMH U3 CEMU M3BECTHBIX 0ONTapCKUX MOJIMBIO-
BYJIOB ZoMeCcTHKa WKaHaToB JIbBa CapakuHomy/ja He 00J/ajlaeT MOTHOMN
COXPAaHHOCTHIO U HAa MeCTe COI03a KAl OTCYTCTBYeT HeOOXOAUMasi TUTepa.
B To)Xe BpeMsi Ha pacCMaTPUBAa€MOM HaMU MOJIMBJOBYJIE JIeT€HJA COXpa-
HUJIACh MMOJTHOCTHIO M XOPOIIO BUAHO YTO, HECMOTPSI Ha COOTBETCTBYIOLIHE
cokpalenus nerenasl — T®(v) nkavdt(wv) Tvg A[V]oew — 3HAK COKpaleH-
HOTO coro3a Kot (S) MeXxay aBymst Tay oTcyTcTByeT. O4YeBUHO, HAlll SK3EMIUISIP
NoATBep)XAaeT npeanonoxenue npod. Y. MopaaHoBa o BO3MOXXHOM pasze-
JIEHWHM WKAHATOB Ha JiBa MO/pa3fie/ieHus. XOTs He UCKIIYEHO, YTO Pe3YHK
MevyaTy He YK/IAJbIBaJICS B HEOOXOAMMbIN 00beM U ObUT BBIHY)KAEH UCKITIO-
YUTb OT/E/IbHbIE JIUTEPHI U3 JIETE€HBI HE MOIAAWB JAKe UMEHH BIaie/Iblia.
B TO ke BpeMst Ha JIUIEBOI CTOPOHE TOT YK€ COI03 KXi 0003HAYEH HE TPAIU-
LMOHHBIM 3HAaKOM CoKpateHus (S), a mepegan mosHOCTHIO — KA.

Ho Tak uiu nHave paccMaTpyBaeMblii MOJTUBIOBY/I BHE BCAKOTO COM-
HEHWS NMPUHA/JIEXAI OJHOMY M3 DIUTHBIX KOMAaHAUPOB BU3AHTHUMCKOM ap-
MUH, JAXKE €C/TH He PaCCMATPHUBATh €ro U KaK KOMaH/YIOIIEero BOOPY)>KeHHbI-
MU KOHTHHTeHTamu 3amnaza. M cama ero Haxozka B COY€TAaHHH C JATUPOBKOM
U COEP)KALIUMUCS B JIET€He TAHHBIMU SIBJISIETCST IOKA3aTebCTBOM TOTO,
YTO KOPITyC MKAHATOB CYIIECTBOBA/I B BUBAHTHUMCKOM apPMHHU U OKOJIO Cepe-
nuHbl XI cTonerus.

K coxxajieHu1o, MpaKTU4YeCKH HUYero He u3BecTHO 0 pamuinu Pua-
KaCoB.

B vcTOYHHKAX OHU He QUTYPHUPYIOT, a MO MaMATHHUKAM CPParuCTH-
KW W3BECTHBI JIUIIb TPH OYJUIBI TOJIBKO €Ille OJHOTO TPeJCTaBUTENsI 3TO-
ro cemeiictBa - MoanHa Punakaca, KOTOpbIM CHa4asia Has3BaH IMPOCTO
cnadapoKaHAMIATOM,*® 3aTeM crnadapoKaHIUAATOM, AaCUKPUTOM M CyZAbeit
JluKaHAa” ¥ HaKOHeL|, MaTPUKHUEM, aHPHUIIATOM, BECTOM, UTIATOM U CYZAbEM
Ornicukus.® Bce mevaT JaTUPYIOTCSE BpEMEHEM OKOJIO CepeJMHbI M/TH Hava-
JIOM BTOPOU MTOJIOBUHBI XI cTOMETHSI.

3 Jordanov 1993, 96.

24 Jordanov 2003, 37, nr. 7.3.

5 Jordanov 2003, 82, nr. 26.10.

*¢ Jordanov 1993, 77, 78, nr. 15; 2006, 157, 158, nr. 238; 2009, 254, 255, Nr. 697.
27 Nesbitt 1990, 90, 91, nr. 25; McGeer, Nesbitt et al. 2001, 131, 53.2.

28 Nesbitt & Oikonomides 1996, 60, 61, nr. 39.15.

30



Hogoe cdparucrryeckoe cBuaeTensCcTBO B fomnonHenne K Kopmycy...

B HalreMm ciydae npyrMeyaTebHO, YTO MEPBBI U3 Ha3BaHBIX MOJIUBJ0-
BYJIOB IIPOMCXOAUT U3 OOIrapcKUX HaxoAoK. [1osiB/IeHre HOBOM IeyaTy elle
OJIHOTO IpeJACTaBUTeIsl ceMelicTBa PrlakacoB, HaliIeHHON Ha TepPUTOPUU
bosrapuu, o4eBUAHOE CBUETENbCTBO TOTO, YTO CYLLEeCTBOBAIM HeKHe KOH-
TAKThl YIEHOB CeMeWCTBa C ONpe/e/eHHbIMU MPeACTaBUTe/NIMHU MECTHOTO
Hace/leHUsI.

K coxanenuro, HU4ero He U3BeCTHO HU O IPOUCXOXKAEHUY, HUA O MeCTe
MIPOXKUBaHUS yrmoMrHaeMmoro B [lefipe cyapu no nmenu ®umakac,* KOTOPbII
BIIOJIHE MOT OBI SIBUTHCSI OCHOBaTe/IeM 3TOro poja. Ho BO3MOXXHO HOBBIe ITe-
YaTH YIEHOB 3TOro paMHINK CO BpeMeHeM CyMeIOT ITPOJIUTh CBET Ha OCTaB-
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Two Unusual Byzantine Lead Seals and
the Question of the Boulloteria craftsmen

Pantelis Charalampakis

Abstract: The author presents two Byzantine lead seals of great interest. The first
one was issued by Stephanos, magistros (last third or last quarter of the gth century), who
can be identified as the cousin of patriarch Photios. At the lower part of the reverse, below
the inscription, there is a puzzling abbreviation or monogram, consisting of at least four
letters, which could be the boulloterion craftsman’s personal signature. The second seal was
issued by a certain Theodoros, dioiketes (late gth - early 10th century). On the reverse, above
and below the inscription, one reads the letters E and A respectively. These letters can be
interpreted either as a mark of the boulloterion craftsman, or as an unusual abbreviation for
the geographical name Hellas, meaning that this official was dioiketes of the theme of Hellas.

Key words: Byzantine seal, boulloterion, inscription, monogram, craftsman

Pesiome: ABTOPBT NpecTaBs ABa TBbP/Ae HHTepeCHU BU3aHTHUICKY nevaTa. [IspBusT
or Tsx npuHaAnexu Ha Credanoc, MarucTsp (OT MOC/IeAHATA TPETa WM YeTBBPT HA 9 B.),
KOITO MOXe fia 6bJje nAeHTUUIMPAH KaTo OpaToByea Ha marpuapx Porwmit. B fonHara yacrt
Ha peBepca, Mo/, HaJIMCa, Cé HaMUpa 033Jja4aBallo ChbKpallleHWe WIM MOHOTpaM OT IIOHe
deTHpu GyKBU, KOETO G MOrJIO fia G'b/ie IMYHUSIT MOAIINC HAa MAlcTopa Ha Gy/IOTHPHUOHA.
Bropusit nevar e nzgazgeH ot Hsikoi cu Teoop, AUOUKKUT (OT Kpast Ha 9 B. — HAYAJIOTO HA 10 B.).
Ha peBepca, Haz ¥ TOZ HaZAMKMCa, MOTAT Aa ce mpoveraT cboTBeTHO E n A. Te3u GykBu morar
Ja ce MHTepIpeTHpaT WK KaTo 3HaK Ha MaiicTopa Ha Oy/JIOTHPHOHA, MJIM KaTo HeoOGH4YaiiHO
CBKpalleHue Ha reorpadckoro nme Enana, KoeTo 64 03HauaBasio, Ye TO3U YMHOBHUK € GUII
IUOWKUT Ha TeMa Enmaza.

The over 150 years of Byzantine seal studies have enabled scholars to figure out
what these bullae look like and to set some ‘rules’ regarding their decoration,
structure, and overall appearance. The purpose of this essay is to examine
two cases that fall out of these ‘rules’: both specimens show some letters or
combinations of letters in places where they were not supposed to be, making
the inscriptions rather unusual. Moreover, I shall try to identify the persons
who issued these seals, the first of which being of particular interest.
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1) Stephanos, magistros (cousin of patriarch Photios?) and a
craftsman’s signature [last third or last quarter of the gth

century] (figs. 1-4)

France: Paris, IFEB 653 (unpublished)

Well preserved, although weakly struck (or by a very used
boulloterion)

D (total): 24 x 25 mm; D (field): 20,5 mm; Th: 1,8 mm; W: 10,62 gr.

Obverse: St. Stephanos (bust) with sigla O|A|l" - C|T|€|® and circular
inscription, between two concentric circles of dots:

+ECKOPMICEHEAOKEHTOICTIEHIC

O/a/y(10g) - Z/t/¢/d(avog). Eokdpmicev ESokev TOlg méVio<Iv>

Reverse: Inscription in 5 lines, within double border of dots:
+CTEDA|NWMATIC| TRZANOVIV|SMIATPIK |.c.
Ztedd/vo, payio/tp(w), avBur(drw)/(kot) mocpk(icw)/[.?]e[.?]

The verse on the obverse comes from Paul’s Second Epistle to the
Corinthians, 9.9: ‘¢okOpmicev, €dwkev TOlG MEVNOWY: 1) SikoooLvN aUTOL
pével €i¢ tov alwve’ (He hath dispersed abroad; He hath given to the poor;
His righteousness remained for ever).> This rare and unusual verse,> although
of religious context, is not an invocation and certainly does not fit with the
dative case used on the reverse. Apparently, the owner of the seal and/or
the engraver were not familiar with the invocation formulas. The choice of
this verse, however, fits well with the identity of Saint Stephen as a helper
who, according to the Acts of the Apostles (6.1-6), was the first deacon to be
recruited in order to take care of the poor widows of the Greeks. Saint Stephen
himself is represented in bust, probably holding the cross (and the incense
box?), but the corroded surface of the seal does not reveal much more.*

'Twould like to express my sincere gratitude to Dr. Vassa Kontouma for her assistance
and granting me permission to publish this specimen. In the handwritten catalog of
the IFEB the seal is registered under the place-name ‘Gothia’.

> English translation from The Holy Bible 1872, 223.

3 This is not the first time we encounter an unusual religious verse on seals. See, e.g.,
Zacos 1984, 455 (no. 1044), where one reads Xpiote 6 Beog NV, O €ig ¢ EAmilwv
oUk amotuyydvel. Supposedly, these words (Xpiote 0 Ogog, 0 €ig o¢ EAil{wv ovk
amotuyydvel tote’) were originally written by Abgar V of Edessa below Christ’s icon
‘made without hands’, which he (Abgar) put at the gates of Edessa in order to protect
the city from the enemies. This inscription can be also found on Byzantine gates,
walls and towers (e.g. Hexamilion in Thrace, Pythagoreion on Samos), but - to my
knowledge - the case of this seal is unique. See Delehaye 1902, 897; Bekker 1838, 311;
Apocoylavvn 2003, 45-54.

4 On the iconography of Saint Stephen on seals, see Cotsonis 2005, 425-426.
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Fig. 1. IFEB 653 obverse Fig. 2. IFEB 653 reverse
(photo: P. Charalampakis). (photo: P. Charalampakis).

Itisvery likely that the seal reflects the occupation of its owner as related
to philanthropy. According to Philotheos’ Kletorologion (dated in 899) which
has passed down to us through Porphyrogennetos’ De Cerimoniis, during
the Pentecost, the magistrates and officials were gathering at the palace to
participate in the official meals. Said magistrates were ordered to distribute
to the poor special seals that served as tokens. By showing those, the poor had
access to the palace and could enjoy the meals together with the emperor or
receive some money: ‘Kol CUVEGTIQVTOL TQ PACIAEL... WOAUTWE KAl TAVTES OL
mévnteg ol T oppayidia tov PaciAéwg Six XELPOG TV peYLoTdvwy Aafdvreg...”.5
It is worth noting that above this passage, in the same text, are mentioned
specifically the magistroi and the anthypatoi patrikioi. A. Mordtmann argued
that not only the emperor himself, but also magistrates, officials, or other
influential people were organizing, as individuals, philanthropic events. He
also published seals mentioning philanthropy, suggesting that their owners
must have been involved in such practices.® The fact that individuals (not
necessarily magistrates) were helping the poor is well known and documented
in several sources.”

5 Reiske 1829, 778 (= Bury 1911, 173) and 359-361. See also Oikonomideés 1985, 9.

¢ Mordtmann 1872-1873, 62-63; Mordtmann 1873, 14-16 (more specimens bearing
proverbs related to the poor and philanthropy, from the Holy Bible. These, despite
their original use as sealings, they were serving as tokens as well).

7 Constantelos 1968, 97-99, 123, 132.
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The seal presented here brings up three major problems. The first two
are the date and the identification of the owner, and the third is related to the
abbreviation / monogram.

Judging by the combination of the titles of magistros, anthypatos and
patrikios, the seal could be easily placed in the second half of the gth century.
The style of the letters - tall and somehow thin, slim, especially the A, P and
K -, together with the common at that time abbreviation mark following the
letters, may also suggest the second half of the gth century towards the very
early 10th century. There is, however, a mysterious abbreviation / monogram
in the fifth line of the reverse which does not fit in this period and might point
to a much later date, either in the mid-uth century or, more probably, after
the mid-12th century. In that later period, however, no abbreviation marks
like the ones we see here (/) were used for words as part of the inscription.
Moreover, the seal is certainly dated before the 12th century, when the titles
of patrikios and anthypatos were devaluated and almost not in use anymore.
On the other hand, in the gth century there were no such abbreviations/
monograms like the one we see in the fifth line of this seal. The middle
ground could be the 11th century but the abbreviation marks are too big for
this era plus the letters, although of proper type (especially the P and K), are
too long and thin to match the mid-uth century general style. It is clear, of
course, that the boulloterion suffered from excessive usage and therefore the
letters are not in a good shape. The use of this saint is also problematic if we
follow the gth century dating because, following J. Cotsonis’ research, saint
Stephen is attested very rarely on seals of the 7th/8th (2 examples), 10th (3
examples) and 1oth/uth century (2 examples), but very frequently in the 1ith
century (he recorded 27 examples).® Yet, despite all these issues related to
the abbreviation / monogram, the seal must be dated in the gth century: the
epigraphic style and the titles clearly point to that period.

If the suggestion expressed above is correct, then we should link the
owner of this seal to the magistrates mentioned by Philotheos (through
Porphyrogennetos) and, therefore, place him around the time when Philotheos
was active, that is in the last years of the gth century or a little earlier, a date
which fits with both the titles of the magistrate and the epigraphy of the seal.
It is most likely, thus, that the seal dates to the last third or the last quarter
of the gth century. The puzzling abbreviation / monogram will be discussed
below. As for the identity of the owner, in my opinion, he could have been
Stephanos magistros, the cousin of patriarch Photios, mentioned by the
Continuators of Theophanes (IV.22).° The title of magistros made Stephanos

8 Cotsonis 2005, 397.
9 Featherstone & Codofier 2015, 248, 250; PmbZ, no. 7076 (with reference to Bekker’s
edition).
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one of the most important people in the court at that time and, if one follows
Philotheos’ text, he should have taken part in the charity meetings organized
by the emperor. Moreover, as cousin of the patriarch, he could have been
involved in philanthropy. Photios himself was speaking in favor of the mévnzreg;,
urging the pious people to help them (Homilies, 11.4).°

The third major problem is
the abbreviation/ monogram in
the fifth line of the reverse (figs.
3-4). There are no decoration
marks around it. It could be a
family name, although no such
abbreviations were used in that
period. Traces of three characters Fig. 3 IFEB 653 reverse: lower part.
or symbols are (barely) visible. The
middle one is an €. The right
one is not recognizable at all.
The left one looks like a ligature
of ' and A or A. Alternatively, it
could be a ligature of T and S or
X (2), followed by the €. No such
abbreviation is known to me and,
generally, it is surprising to see it
below this inscription.

Although we know several
examples of discs that were re- Fig. 4. IFEB 653 reverse: detail of
struck with a relationship of zero the abbreviation/monogram.
degrees," it seems that double
strike is not the case here. The
abbreviation / monogram looks perfectly symmetrical to the inscription, so
it must have been originally carved on the same die, although it is not part of
the inscription itself. But the main reason to exclude the double strike is the
very small size of this abbreviation / monogram compared to the actual size
of the disc. Normally, any such symbol (if applied in that period) should have
been much larger in size and certainly not placed at the edge of the blank
(unless it came from a boulloterion bearing extremely small characters and
the disc was struck off centre). It is not a decoration mark either, because
there are clearly visible letters, such as the €. Could it be the signature of the
person who created the boulloterion then? It is indeed a very good looking
seal, with clear, well carved letters and an unusual inscription on the obverse.

© Aaovpdag 1959, 17.
1 See, e.g., Nesbitt 1990, nos. 2, 6, 8, 10, 15, 18, 22-23, 25.
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Craftsmen, though, were not putting their signatures on the boulloteria at
that time, at least there are no identified examples surviving.

The issue of identifying boulloteria-makers and die-carvers still remains
underexplored. Scholars believe, of course, that provincially made boulloteria
were normally of lesser craftsmanship than those produced in the capital.
The style of the letters, the orthography, the alignment and symmetry, point
to better or worse skilled craftsmen. Apart from this, so far there is no other
indication about the people who were making the boulloteria. If the seal

Fig. 5. Ancient Touch, online antiques shop, no. I-14
(image origin: http://www.ancienttouch.com/byzantine%:2olead%2oseals.htm;
accessed: 19-4-2017).

presented above bears indeed the signature of a craftsman, it is a unique
case in sigillography which should draw academic attention to such little
details that could possibly reveal something about the craftsmen. Signing was
certainly not the usual practice, but, perhaps, there were a few exceptions.
One of these could be also the seal that follows.

2) Theodoros, dioiketes (of Hellas? or a craftsman’s signature?)
[late gth - early 10th century] (fig. 5)

There is, to my knowledge, one more seal that bears some letters which
are not part of the main inscription, although the case is quite different from
the one examined above. It is about the late gth - early 10th century seal of a
certain Theodoros, dioiketes. On the reverse, above and below the inscription,
there are the letters E and A respectively.
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USA: Ancient Touch, online antiques shop, no. [-14®>
D (total): 22 mm

Obverse: Cross patriarchal on three steps with circular invocative
inscription, within double border of dots:

KEROHE/ TWCWASA

K(Upy)e Borib(et) to o S0UA(w)

Reverse: Inscription in three lines, accompanied by one letter above
(E) and one below (A), both placed between middle dots; double border of
dots:

-€:|+OEWA|OP.AL|IKHT/|-A-

E / ©@ewd/op[w] Si[o]/wnt(n)) / A

This seal is different from the previous one, because the letters are
clearly of the same size and shape with those of the main inscription and they
are placed between middle dots. Could it be, again, the case of a craftsman’s
signature? We know of several secular names starting with the letters EA- in
that period, such as the popular Eleutherios, or the less common Elissaios
and Elpidios. The two letters are certainly not part of an invocation.

When looking at the seal, though, the first thought is that the craftsman
did not calculate correctly the available space inside the field and it was
impossible for him to fit more words after the office. In this case, the two
letters that he carved above and below the inscription are the continuation
of the text and, perhaps, indicate the theme of Hellas: ®godwpw, Siownti)
‘EAA&SoG. The office of the dioiketes of Hellas is known from the late 7th to
the end of the gth century - early 1oth century. However, with a very few
exceptions, all the seals issued by a Theodoros, dioiketes in that period bear
a cruciform monogram on the obverse. Only three published seals, dated in
the late gth - early 10th century bear a similar cross without floral decoration:
two were issued by a certain Theodoros, imperial kandidatos and dioiketes (it
is possible that these were issued by two different persons) and the third by
Theodoros, imperial strator and dioiketes.> Another seal, with a cross potent
and floral decoration, was issued by a certain Theodoros, dioiketes.* It would
be risky, though, to identify the person presented here with either of these
three (or four) Theodoroi known from bibliography.

= http://www.ancienttouch.com/byzantine%2olead%2zo0seals.htm; accessed: 19 - 04 -
2017.

3 Zacos 1984, 182 (no. 302), 189 (no. 315).

4 Speck 1986, 199 (no. 147).
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On the other hand, it is very unusual to abbreviate geographical names
in this way. What the craftsmen or the inscribers did when there was not
enough space was either to squeeze the letters in an extra line or use as many
abbreviations as possible in the last line or an additional one. Separating the
letters of the geographical name in this way (above and below the inscription)
is a method that has not been encountered so far and indeed this explanation
seems quite implausible. It is very likely, thus, that in this case too we are
dealing with a craftsman’s signature and I would go for this option without,
however, entirely excluding that of the geographical name.

The two examples presented above (the seals issued by Stephanos,
magistros and Theodoros, dioiketes) are very peculiar. Certainly, not every
seal bearing randomly placed letters should be regarded as evidence for a
craftsman’s mark. In most cases the characters that are not related to the
main body of the inscription are the result of a double (or even triple) struck,
either by re-carving the matrix of a boulloterion or by cleaning a disc’s surface
and striking with a different boulloterion. Sometimes the craftsmen forget
to erase all the letters, sometimes the second struck goes on top of an intact
seal. Here, however, we face something different. These two seals (or at least
the first one) bear, in my opinion, the mark / signature of the boulloterion’s
craftsman, an issue which has remained so far unexplored. Additionally,
both seals are of special interest regarding their owners. In the case of the
latter, if there is no craftsman’s mark, could have been issued by a dioiketes of
Hellas. Any identification with other dioiketai named Theodoros, though, is
uncertain. The first seal was probably issued by Stephanos, magistros, cousin
of patriarch Photios, who was active in philanthropy. The obverse of this
specimen shows a very rare (in fact unique) verse from Paul’s Second Epistle
to the Corinthians.
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Trade Routes of the Lower Danube
(1oth - 11th centuries) according to
the archaeological, numismatical and
sigillographical data
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Abstract: Archaeological data. The Romanian archeologists recently discovered
artefacts of the Viking presence from the second half of the 10th century in the fortress next
to Nufaru village, Tulcha district. The settlemen is situated on the river bank called St. George
of the Danube. Some scholars located mediaeval Pereyaslavets or Little Preslav on the very
same place.

Numismatical data. Probably in that trade zone the coins were used. The question is
what type of coins? Mainly Byzantine because they are of a first rate standard. The Russian coins
had not come yet. We have a large list of Byzantine coins from the 10th - uth centuries - stray
finds and deposits from the territory of Lower Danube. At the same time there are circulated
imitative Byzantine coins produced by Bulgarians for example.

Sigillographical data. Till now the seals of two kommerkiarioi are known in the area of
Lower Danube - from Dristra and Preslavitsa. They were established after ca. 1000 when the
Danube became a north imperial border. The kommerkiarioi of Preslavitsa could be localized
with Pereyaslavets na Dunai from the Russian primary chronicle.

Key words: Pereyaslavets, coins, seals

Pe3stome: Apxeonoeuuecku darHu. Hackopo pyMBHCKE apXe0jI03¥ pPa3KpHxa BUKHHTI-
CKO CeJIMllie OT BTOpaTa oj10BMHa Ha X B. ipu ¢. Hydapy, o61act Tynua, Ha Gpera Ha efuH OT
pbKaBure Ha JlyHas — CB. ['eopru. IMeHHO TaM HSIKOM U3C/I€A0BATENN JIOKATU3UPAT CPEHO-
BexoBHUS [lepesiciaBen i Mansk [1pecnaser.

Hymuszmamuyunu danHu. O4eBUIHO e, Ye Ta3M THProBCKa 30HA (eMHOPHOH) e Guia
o6ciy)kBaHa ¢ MOHETH, HO KakBu? Haii-Harpe s, BU3AHTUICKY, KOMTO Ca YTBBPAEHO MEeXXIyHa-
POJHO IJIATE)XXHO CPeACTBO. PyckuTe Bee olje He ca ce MosiBUIM. HaBsipHO ca UpKyInpanu
Y APYrY, HallpUMep MOJPAKAHMSI HA BU3AHTUHMCKUTE MOHETH, CEYeHH OT 3ahHTEepPeCOBAaHHU
CTpaHy, eiHa OT KOMUTO Bbrapusi.

YBenr4yaBaHeTO Ha 6pPOst HA MOHETHTE OPUTMHAIHY U JIETH NIMUTALUH [IPe3 BTOpaTa u
Tperara YeTBBPT Ha eJUHA/LeCEeTOTO CTOIETHE B HIAKOJKO JYHABCKH LIEHTHPA, BKIIOYUTETHO
JpBbCTbp, MOACKAa3Ba 32 MPEBPBIIAHETO UM B EMIIOPHH, KOUTO UI'PasiT KOHKPETHA POJIs B MO-
JINTUYECKOTO Y HKOHOMHYECKO OOIyBaHe MeXAy BU3aHTHs 1 BApBapCKHUSI CBST.
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C¢ppacucmuyru danHu. CTaHaxa U3BECTHH MEYATUTE HA JBe KOMepKUapuu Ha JonHus
Jynas (Jpscrsp u [IpecnaBuua), cb3gafeHu cies NpeBpblyaHeTo Ha JlyHaB B ceBepHa rpa-
HHI]A HA UMIIEPUSITa, CJIef 1000-Ta ToguHa. Tasu Ha [IpeciaBunja 6u Moria a ce JIOKaIu3upa
c Ilepesicnasey Ha JyHati ot ,IToBeCT BpeMeHHBIX jIeT .

Svjatoslav is reported to say I should prefer to live in Perejaslavec on the Danybe
since that is the centre of my realm, where all riches are concentrated; gold,
silk, wine and various fruits from Greece, silver and horses from Hungary and
Bohemia and from Rus’ furs, wax honey and slaves.

(Russian primary chronicle. Year 969)

These words of Svyatoslav, the Kievian King, outlined a specific trade
zone even an emporion in the modern version of the notion, in which
commodities come from all over the world.

The last quarter of the 10th century is a peculiar pick in the history
of Little Preslav or Perejaslavets. The emporion probably was established
much earlier and was a meeting place for the merchants from the Central
Europe, Byzantium, Bulgaria and Kievian Russ. Little Preslav or Perejaslavets
was another frontier trade point (an emporion) that the Byzantine empire
established on its borderline. Through it passed over not only the Bulgarian-
Byzantine trade but a part of the European as well.

Its advantage as an important trade point is a result of its location. The
emporion was situated at the very end of the Danubian corridor which linked
Central Europe with the Black Sea and thence with Constantinople.

All these records from the ‘Russian primary chronicle’ are used and
commented upon by various researchers but no material evidences have
been found. Some progress in that direction was ascertained lately.

Three groups of evidences are used in this study: archaeological,
numismatic and sigillographical.

Archaeological data

The Romanian archeologists recently discovered artefacts of the Viking
presence from the second half of the 10oth century in the fortress next to
Nufaru village, Tulcha district.' The settlement is situated on the river bank
called St. George of the Danube (fig. 1). Some scholars located mediaeval
Pereyaslavets or Little Preslav on the very same place.

Following the successful campaign of the Byzantine emperor John I
Tzimiskes against the armies of the Russian knyaz, Sviatoslav, in 971, the
Constantinople military and administrative structure was restored on the
Lower Danube.

! Damian & Vasile 2011, 275-290.
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Fig. 1.

There were established two byzantine strategies: Preslavitsa®> and
Dristra3 the seals of which have reached us. The seals of their strategoi were
found and they clearly informed us about the names of the strategies and the
names of the governors as well. Immediately after the occupation of Preslavets
from the Byzantines they gave it the name of Theodoropolis.* Respectively
the name of the region was West Mesopotamia.> After the second occupation
of these territories in 1000, the name of Preslavets (Preslavitsa) was restored.
Up to the formation of the katepano of Paristrion or Paradounavon in 1059,°
Dristra and Preslavitsa are the strategies.

The village of Nufaru is situated on the right shore of the most southern
branch of the Danube River, Saint George. The systematic excavations began
in 1978 and have continued every year since then, letting us conclude that
a Byzantine fortification was built in the last quarter of the 10th century
(fig. 2 a,b,c). Despite the fact that the archaeological site is beneath the
contemporary village, due to the archaeological excavations there is the
restoration of the inner wall, so far the five towers were discovered, as well as

2 Jordanov 1982, 335-340; Jordanov 2003b, no. 63, 144-154.
3 Jordanov 2015, 49-103.

4 Jordanov 1983, 58-63; Jordanov 2009, nos. 33, 88-89.

5 Oikonomides 1965, 57-79; lordanov 2005, 263-271.

¢ Jordanov 2003a, 63-75.
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a wharf, some dwellings, complexes
for storage or home-based ma-
nufacture, several necropolises,
many artifacts (ceramics, tools,
weapons, small finds, coinslead
seals). It was outlined the image of
an urban centre and the life of its
inhabitants, from the 1oth to the
middle of the 13th century, also the
trade contacts with the Byzantine
Empire and other related regions.
The settlement beneath the village
of Nufaru was identified with the
medieval town named Bruscavitza-
Proslavitza, known from the navi-
gation maps and notaries’ docu-
ments.”

Some artefacts (four wooden
mortars, a hammer for grinding
the grains, a big comb or fork for
weaving or for processing wool, a
handle stave extension, a bowl, a
spoon, a top, a small frame, a wax-
writing tablet) found in or outside
of the buildings are evidence for
using the wood in the domestic orin
economic activities (fig. 3). A small
wooden cross could be associated
with a Christian worship. It seems
that building timber was local -
oak for the foundations logs and
willow tree for the floors. The small
objects are made of coniferous tree
wood, there is an argument than
these artefacts were brought from _
elsewhere and do not belong to the Fig.2.c.

Lower Danube region.

All these structures seem to represent a domestic complex, with two
phases of occupation, dating - by stratigraphical position and by sandy local
pottery discovered - from the second half on the 10th century.

7 Damian & Vasile 2011, 276.
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Fig. 3.

There are very few wood artefacts
well preserved in Romania and even
less dating from the Middle Age. The
authors of the publication presume that
these complexes with well-preserved
archaeological wood, unusual for the
Byzantine culture, could be related to a
northern population, Vikings or Varan-
gians - a trade expedition along the
Lower Danube, in their route down
the Dnieper to the Black Sea and then
farther to Constantinople, or an eventual
temporary establishment inside the Nufaru
fortification of some mercenaries of the
Byzantine armies.?

Numismatical data

Probably in that trade zone coins
were used. The question is what type of
coins? Mainly Byzantine because they are

of a first rate standard. The Russian coins had not come yet. We have a large
list of Byzantine coins from the 10th - 11th centuries - stray finds and deposits
from the territory of Lower Danube.? At the same time there are circulated
imitative Byzantine coins produced by Bulgarians for example.

In the second half of the 10th century Bulgaria produced imitative
coinage based on the Byzantine gold and copper coins. The gold issues are

Fig. 4 a,b.

8 Damian & Vasile 2011, 2777.

9 lordanov 1981, 23-36; 61-71; 91-108.

imitative solidus of the
Byzantine emperors Ba-
sil I, Constantine VII
and Romanus I (fig. 4).
The copper ones follow
the specimens of Con-
stantine VII and Roma-
nus I (fig. 5).

During the uth
century this practice is
still preserved. Local
mints produced by cas-

© Zhekova 2007, 368-374; lordanov & Zhekova 2006, 191-200.
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ting imitative folles
which took a big part in
the coin circulation. The
production is mainly
issues of Anonymous
Folles classes A1, A2,
and such with images
and names of Byzantine
emperors fromthesecond
half of the uth century Fig. 5 a,b.
(fig. 6) and imitations of
miliaresion of emperor
John I Tzimisces (fig. 7)."

In the second and
third quarter of the uth
century the amount of
original and imitative
coins in some Danubian
fortresses including
Dristra increased. This
gives us a hint that they
were transformed into Fig. 6 a,b.
emporiums playing a
special part in political
and economical commu-
nication between Byzan-
tium and the barbarian
world. It means that the
coins did not come in a
circulated medium. They
have another task - not to
be used at the domestic
market but mainly across
border. A question arises
- whether the coins from
that time are a true payment or they are a kind of value, a metal, to exchange
for a standing obligation between the Empire and her neighbours.”

Fig. 7a,b.

1 Jordanov 1980, 16-18; lordanov & Zhekova 2006, 191-200.
2 Kirilov 2009, 363-364.
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Fig. 8 a,b.

Fig. 9 a,b.

Fig. 10 a,b.

Sigillographical
data

Till now are
known the seals of two
kommerkiaries in the
area of Lower Danube -
Dristra and Preslavitsa.s
They were established
after ca. 1000 when the
Danube became a north
imperial border.

I. Seals of the
kommerkiarioi of
Dristra

As a border cen-
ter of the Empire a kom-
merkia was established
located on an important
water way in Dristra.
Its functions were
linked to gathering the
taxes of the import and
export trade. The evi-
dences for its existence
are the seals of titulars
which were preserved.

1. Andronicus im-
perial spatharios and
kommerkiarios of Drist-
ra - first half of the uth
century. From the collec-
tion of Regional Histori-
cal Museum - Shumen.
Its origin is Silistra
(fig. 8).

2. Dionysius spatarokandidates and kommerkiarios of Dristra -
first half of the 11th century. From the collection of Regional Historical
Museum - Shumen. Its origin is Silistra (fig. 9).>

5 Jordanov 2013, 115-123.
4 Jordanov & Zhekova 2007, no. 28s5.
5 Jordanov & Zhekova 2007, no. 286.
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3. John kommerkiarios of Dristra - uth century. Private
collection (fig. 10).1°

4. John Spondyles kommerkiarios of Dristra - first half of the
uth century. From the collection of Dumbarton Oaks.” Its origin is
probably Istanbul (fig. 11).

According to the
seals we have informa-
tion about three or
four kommerkiarioi of
Dristra. For now it is
impossible to deter-
mine the exact way of
their functions. They
have a common date -
most likely in the first
half of the uth cen-

tury.

Fig.11a,b.

I1. Seals of the kommerkiarioi of Preslavitsa

We have also mentioned
that the historical successor of
Preslavets or Little Preslavets is
Preslavitsa. The seals of strategos
and kommerkiarioi of Preslavitsa
are known there. This town has
the same location as Dristra
- Dborderline center, situated
on a main water way in direct
connection with Constantinople.
Several kommerkiarioi are known
there:

Fig.12 a,b.

1. Eustathios Mytas (?) chartoularios and kommerkiarios of
Preslavitsa - first half of the uth century according to a specimen from
the Archaeological museum in Istanbul. It is probably originating from
Constantinople (fig. 12).®

% Jordanov 2009, N0.1174.
7 Nesbitt & Oikonomides 1991, no. 65.2
¥ Cheynet, Bulgurlu et al. 2012, no. 3.97
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2. Eustratios Romanakes (?)
spatarokandidatos and kommerki-
arios of Preslavitsa - 11th century,
according to two seals of Dumbar-
ton Oaks (DO. 47. 2.2. 2128 and Fogg
A. M., no. 1750)." Its probable origin
is Constantinople (fig. 13).

3. John kommerkiarios of
Preslavitsa - uth century, according
to a seal of Dumbarton Oaks
(DO 47. 2.137). Its probable origin is Constantinople
(fig. 14).

4. Sergios chartoularios and kommerkiarios
of Preslavitsa, according to two seals of Zacos
collection® and Dumbarton Oaks (Fogg A. M.,
no. 860).>* Its probable origin is Constantinople.
A third specimen was found in Skopje.s
The governor of thema Bulgaria probably was the
receiver of the letter. Till the end of 1059 these
lands are under his jurisdiction (fig. 15).

A chronology of the particular owners is not
possible yet. All these seals are the only evidence
that has reached us from the once prosperous
town.

All these artefacts -
archaeological, numismatical
and sigillographical increased
our knowledge about the
population in the Lower
Danube area in the 10th - u1ith
century and took us closer to
their daily life.

9 Nesbitt & Oikonomides 1991, no. 78.1
20 Nesbitt & Oikonomides 1991, no. 78.2

2 Zacos 1984, no. 1043

2 Nesbitt & Oikonomides 1991, no. 78.3
3 Mihajlovski 2016, 261-316.
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Reflections of the Imperial Ideology on
the Seals of the Latin Emperor Baldwin II of
Courtenay

Nikolay Kanev

Abstract: The formation of the imperial ideology of Latin Empire of Constantinople
started as early as the establishment of the empire itself in 1204. It aimed to justify the
fundamental basis of the authority of the Latin Emperors and their special place as Emperors
of the East in the Christian world. The ideology reflected directly on the images and the legend
on the emperor’s seals including on those of the last Latin emperor Baldwin (Baudouin) II of
Courtenay (1228-1261) which are the main goal of this study. Special attention is paid to the
question why Baldwin Il manifested himself as ‘Flanders’ rather than ‘Courtenay’ in spite of his
appurtenance to this young branch of the French royal dynasty of Capetian.

Key words: Baldwin II, Imperial Ideology, Latin Emperor of Constantinople, lead seal,
Courtenay, Flanders, Porphyrogenitus

Pesrome: immeparopckara upeosnorust Ha JlatnHckata KoHCTaHTHHOMIOICKA MMITepHsT
3aro4Ba za ce GopMHUpa OlLe CbC CH3JABAHETO HA TOC/IEHATA NIPEe3 1204 T. U LieJIU A 060CHO-
Be PyHZAMEHTATHUTE OCHOBU HA BJIACTTA HA JIATUHCKUTE UMIIEPATOPU U TAXHOTO OCOGEHO
MSICTO KaTO UMIIEPAaTOPU Ha XpUCTHUSHCKUS M3TOK. Ts1 HAMHUpa CBOeTO MPSIKO OTpakeHHe U
BBbPXY UMIIEPATOPCKUTE MEYATH, KATO Ta3H CTATHs ce POKYCHPA KOHKPETHO BbPXY HEMHOTO
OTpa)KeHHe BBPXY IedaTUTe Ha MOC/IeJHUS JTaTHHCKU umnepaTop Ha Koncranturaomnon bo-
nyeH Il npo Kypreone. CriennmasHo BHUMaHUe e OTAe/IeHO M Ha BBIIpoca 3amo boxyen II ce
adummpa xaro PraHZBPCKH, a He Kato KypThoHe, BBIIPEKH MPUHALIEXHOCTTa My UMEHHO
KBM TO3M MJIAALIM KJIOH Ha ppeHCcKaTa Kpasicka guHactus Ha KaneruHrure.

The formation of the imperial ideology of the Latin Empire of Constantinople
began immediately after its establishment in 1204. It aimed to justify the
fundamental basis of the authority of the Latin Emperors and their special
place as Emperors of the East in the Christian world. The Latin Empire itself
can be defined as an import of the French feudal political model on Byzantine
soil, but at the same time it is an example of the peculiar and sometimes
profound interweaving of the reality and traditions of the Catholic West
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and the Orthodox East, along with its imperial ideology. Thus, despite the
inevitable Western influences, the Latin Empire was based on the Byzantine
imperial ideology. In fact, this is not surprising. If modern people and
historiography view the capture of Constantinople on the 13" of April 1204
as the end of Byzantium and the beginning of something new, namely, the
Latin Empire, it was not like that for the participants in the Fourth Crusade,
nor for Western Europe in general. For the medieval people from the West
there was only one Empire in the East before and after 1204 and that was
Romania. What made difference was just the fact that the ‘schismatic Greeks’
held Romania up to the 13" of April 1204 and after that date the Latins, or
‘Franks’, being the true Christians, took it over under the spiritual power of
the Pope. The knights certainly envisaged the events of 1204 as capture, but
not destruction of the Eastern Empire. It continued its existence, but already
belonging to the ‘Latins’ according to the rule of conquest. From this point of
view, it is quite logical that the ruling elites of the so-called Latin Empire had
accepted, at least when it was needed or convenient for them, the Byzantine
imperial ideology. It could be even stated that the official ideology of the
Latin Empire was nothing else than the Byzantine imperial ideology, but in a
Catholic French form.

The imperial ideology is directly reflected on the imperial seals, which
are therefore the primary source for studying and monitoring its development.
The primary idea of the author of the present article was to study in detail
the influence of the imperial ideology on the seals of the Latin Emperors
of Constantinople. Meanwhile, however, I had the chance to read Filip
van Tricht’s book published in English in 2011, which is study of the Latin
Empire between 1204 and 1228. A whole chapter in the book is devoted to
the imperial ideology paying due attention to the seals of the Latin Emperors
up to the year 1228.' Therefore, the implementation of the above-mentioned
idea became pointless with regard to the period covered by Filip van Tricht.
That is why I decided to confine my study to the seals of Baldwin (Baudouin) I
of Courtenay (1228-1261), the last Latin Emperor.

Theseals of Emperor Baldwin Il asawhole can be divided chronologically
into two groups. The first group includes the seals from the first decade of his
reign, when the young emperor was under the custody of his sister Marie de
Courtenay, the widow of the late emperor Theodore I Lascaris, later under
the trusteeship of the regent Narjot of Toucy, and finally, even after reaching
adulthood, under the control of the former king of Jerusalem Jean de Brienne
who had the staunch support of Pope Gregory IX.> Insofar as Baldwin II was

'Van Tricht 2011
2 For the Treaty of Perugia (April 1229), the imperial designation of Jean de Brienne
and the role of the Pope Gregory IX (1227-1241) see Dancheva-Vasileva 1985, 125-127.
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not the real ruler of the Empire during that period, this had a direct reflection
on his seals, on which he was entitled son of the emperor or future emperor,
not the current emperor and Augustus himself.3 From this perspective, the
seals of this first group, despite some elements in their iconography and
legends, could not be seen as typical imperial seals either.

The seals belonging to the second group include the period after the
death of Jean de Brienne in March 12374 when Baldwin II was already the
ruling Emperor and since 1240 crowned Emperor and actual head of state
of the Latin Empire up to 1261 when, after the capture of Constantinople by
the Nicene troops and the restoration of the Byzantine Empire by Michael
VIII Palaeologus in 1261, he remained titular Latin emperor until his death in
1273. That second group of seals is in the focus of the scholarly interest in the
present article. The seals from the second period, presenting Baldwin II as a
reigning Emperor, were understandably more representative in the context
of the imperial ideology.5

The known seals of Baldwin II as the Emperor of Constantinople are
usually dated in the period 1240-1261, i.e. between his imperial coronation in
1240 and the capture of Constantinople by Michael VIII Palaeologus in 1261,
when the Latin Empire ceased to exist. In fact, the dating of the imperial
seals should be extended from the death of Jean de Brienne up to the death
of Baldwin in 1273 since for the latter as well as for the Latin West in general,
the dismantling of the Latin Empire in 1261 by its Nicean rival cannot be
considered a legitimate act, but only a temporarily existing situation, and
therefore in the eyes of the Catholic world and in his own eyes Baldwin II
remained the rightful emperor of Constantinople and Romania after 1261.
Thus, Baldwin II continued to seal his correspondence and documents with

3 For the seals of Baldwin II where he had advertised himself as son of the Emperor
and a future Emperor see Schlumberger 1890, 13-14, no. 1-2; 1943, 169-170, no. 9-10.

+ The repeated ‘regency’ of Narjot of Toucy in 1238-1239 as well as that of Anseau
of Cayeux in 1237-1238, were connected with the absence from Constantinople of
Baldwin II, who was in Western Europe at that time, and not at all with the young
age or some other reason for ‘disability’ of the reigning Emperor. The imperial
coronation took place in April 1240, after his return, but the rights of a ruling Emperor
he had received, however, as early as March 1237, after the death of Jean de Brienne,
when Baldwin was 19 years old. In 1238, the Latin barons in Constantinople changed
Anseau with Narjot exactly by the will of Baldwin who wanted to ensure the order of
the Empire until his return back from France - see Zhavoronkov 2000, 79.

5 The total number of the known Baldwin II’s seals is 27, 25 belonging to the second
group. See Schlumberger 1890, 13-19, no. 1-8; 1943, 169-173, no. 9-25; Zacos & Veglery
1972, 104, Nnos. 114 a-b; Genova 1985, 12-15; Stepanenko 1999, 212-219; Jordanov 2009,
108-109, no. 204; Nesbitt, Wassiliou-Seibt et al. 2009, 32-33, no. 4; Kanev & Totev

2015, 374-380.
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his imperial seals after 1261 just as he had done before that date. Consequently,
the seals of Baldwin II as imperator Romaniae should be dated in the period
between 1237 and 1273.

According to the widely accepted typology of the Byzantine sigillo-
graphy, the imperial seals of Baldwin II could be divided according to the
material from which they are made into gold seals (or chrysobuls), lead seals
(or molybdobuls) and wax seals. The gold seals seem to originate from two
different bulloterions and five of them are known nowadays. Most of them
are with diameter of 37 to 38 mm, sealing accurately dated documents from
the late 1240s and also from the late 1260s, thus partly pointing to the time
when Baldwin was already a titular and not a real Latin Emperor.® Virtually
all gold and lead seals of Baldwin II of this period have identical iconography
and legend, which allows their summarized presentation as a group. On the
obverse of the gold seals, the Emperor is depicted in Byzantine manner seated
on a low throne, with imperial vestments and crown with pendilia. In his
right hand he holds a long scepter surmounted by a cross, in his left hand - a
globus cruciger. Around the image of the Emperor, between two borders of
dots, there is a Latin inscription: B(alduinus) D(e)I GRA(tia) IMP(er)AT(or)
[RO]MAN(iae) SE(m)P(er) AVG(ustus). On the reverse Baldwin is presented
mounted on a horse moving towards the right. The emperor is portrayed
frontally, wearing a crown with pendilia and holding a scepter with a cross in
hisrighthand. Thereisaninscriptionin Greekina double-dotted circle around
the image as follows: BAAASINOC AECITOTHC O ITOP®IPOTENNHTOC O
OAANTPAC.

There are ten specimens known so far from the lead seals of Baldwin II,
some of them in a very good condition. They originated from at least three
or four bulloterions.” The diameter varies from 43 to 53 mm, being generally
larger than the gold seals, but nearly identical in the iconography and the
legend. On the obverse the Emperoris depicted sitting on a low throne, setting

6 Schlumberger 1943, 170-171, no. 1-15. See also Schlumberger 1890, 14-16, no. 3-4, with
the published golden seals from the years 1268 and 1269 along with a survey of the
publications concerning them. See also Gray Birch 1898, no. 17.462, as well as Zacos
& Veglery 1972, 104.

7 Schlumberger 1890, 16-17, no. 5; 1943, 171-172, no. 16, 16a, 21; Zacos & Veglery 1972,
104, no. 114 a-b; Genova 1985, 12-15; Stepanenko 1999, 212-219; Jordanov 2009, 108-
109, no. 204; Nesbitt, Wassiliou-Seibt et al. 2009, 32-33, no. 4. Another new found
and rather interesting seal of Baldwin II could be added as well. It was found in the
Popovo region of Bulgaria, to the east of the medieval Bulgarian capital of Tarnovo.
This molybdobul was presented by the author of the current article together with
Prof. K. Totev on the Fourth National Conference “Travel to Bulgaria. Bulgaria in the
global cultural heritage’ (Shumen, 14-16 May 2014) - see Kanev & Totev 2015, 374-
380.
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foot on a low upholstered footstool, with a crown and loros, thrown across
the left hand. In his right hand the emperor holds a long scepter surmounted
by a cross, in his left hand - a globus cruciger. There is a circle inscription
in a double-dotted circle with text in Latin: BALDVINVS DEI GRA(tia)
IMP(er) ATOR ROMANIAE SEMP(er) AVGV(stus). On the reverse, Baldwin II
is portrayed frontally as emperor triumphator on horseback moving in the
right direction. He is wearing a stemma with pendilia and in his right hand
he is carrying a scepter with a cross. There is an inscription in Greek in a
double-dotted circle around the image as follows: BAAASINOC AECITOTHC
O TTOPPIPOTENNHTOC O ®PAANTPAC.2

The same legend as that on the obverse of the gold and lead seals of
Baldwin II, as well as a very similar image of the emperor, is repeated on his
wax seals.? In fact, they fit into the overall picture of Baudouin II’s seals, and
therefore it is not necessary here to dwell in detail on them.

What is important is the similarity of image and text on all the seals,
both on the obverse and the reverse, the legend being as follows:

Balduinus Dei gratia im[p(er)ator Ro]Jmaniae semp(er) augu(stus).
BaASouivog Seomotng 0 mopdupoyévvntog 0 PAdvTpag.

In the centre of the obverse is the solemn image of the Emperor
Baldwin II sitting on a throne dressed in all the glamor of imperial vestments
in the manner of the Byzantine emperors, and the traditional insignia of
the last imperial power - a stemma with pendilia and a scepter with a cross
along with the formula Balduinus Dei gratia imp(er)ator Romaniae semp(er)

8 The obverse side is that with the throne depiction of Baldwin II together with the
legend in Latin, according to Schlumberger, Seibt and Nesbitt, while Zacos, Veglery
and Jordanov accept as obverse the side with the Greek legend: Schlumberger 1890,
16-17; Nesbitt, Wassiliou-Seibt et al. 2009, 32-33; Zacos & Veglery 1972, 104; Jordanov
2009, 108. Perhaps Zacos and Jordanov were influenced in their opinion by the fact,
that the Greek name and the title eondtng on the obverse have the lead seals of
Baldwin I of Flanders, Henry of Hainaut and Robert of Courtenay. The Greek legend
there, however, accompanied the throne depiction of the Emperor, not an image
on horseback. The last published so far lead seal of Baldwin II is with an excellent
quality and belongs to the collection of Robert Hecht, Jr. The legend on the obverse
is: ‘Balduinus Dei gratia im[p(er)ator Ro]maniae semp(er) augu(stus)’, on the other
side, respectively: ‘BaASovivog Seomdtng mop[pupoyévvnrolg 6 OAdvrplag]’ - see
Nesbitt, Wassiliou-Seibt et al. 2009, no. 4.

9 For the wax seals of Baldwin II see more in detail in Schlumberger 1890, 17-19, no.
6-8; 1943, 171-173, NOS. 17-20, 22-25.

© Lacking the reverse, the wax seals otherwise follow the imagery of the obverses on
the other seals of Baldwin II.
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augu(stus), that is, ‘Baldwin, by the grace of God Emperor of Romania and
eternal August’. The image brings the strong suggestion of legitimacy, full
range of power and inviolability of the rights bestowed on the Latin Emperor
by the grace of God. That image, with almost no deviations, was used by the
previous Latin Emperors on their seals, too, following Byzantine traditions
with the clear aim of stressing the idea of continuity of power between the
Latin Emperors and their Byzantine predecessors in Constantinople.

Thanks to the high number of preserved imperial seals of Baldwin II,
over ten of them, there is no doubt about the correct reading of the legend
on them - both in its entirety and its individual components. It can be stated
for sure that on all seals appears the formula Imperator Romaniae and
nowhere has it been replaced by that of Emperor of the Romans (Imperator
Romanorum). These two formulas reflect the traditional understanding
of the two empires of Christendom - the Western and the Eastern, but the
former is related to the already long-established in the Catholic world view of
the superiority of the Western (also known as Holy) Roman Empire over the
Eastern Roman Empire, which the Latins called Romania, its emperor being
not Emperor of the Romans, but simply Imperator Romaniae, as opposed
to the Western Emperor, entitled Imperator Romanorum, i.e. Emperor of
the Romans." While on the basis of the Byzantine imperial traditions, the
first Latin emperors can be assumed in some cases to have used the formula
Imperator Romanorum, claiming equality with the emperors of the Holy
Roman Empire,” Baldwin II preferred to avoid additional complications
associated with the highly problematic question of ‘the two emperors’and
the superiority of the Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire over the one
in Constantinople, so that on the seals in question he preferred to entitle
himself just as Emperor of Romania.

The image of Baldwin II on the reverse as a mounted warrior-king,
although with a scepter instead of a weapon (which together with the
crown with pendilia on his head aims to symbolize his power as emperor),
is a sufficiently widespread iconographic theme in the West and in the East,
referring clearly to the military nature of the monarchical power. Baldwin was

" For the parallel use of both formulas and the meaning of every one of them, see Van
Tricht 2011, 62-77.

2 In many sources there was frequently repeated the formula a Deo coronatus by the
Emperors Baldwin I, Henry and Robert in order to emphasize their preeminence in
comparison with the Emperors of the Holy Roman Empire who were crowned with
the grace of God, but actually by the Pope. See Van Tricht 2011, 67 and 76-77.

5 On his earliest seals from the 1230-s Baldwin used the denomination Emperor of
Constantinople, too, as equivalent to the Emperor of Romania. See Schlumberger
1890, 14-16.
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presented obviously as a defender of the Empire and triumphant Emperor,
too.* The idea of a Christian emperor - protector and warrior, is intertwined
with allusions associated with the popular medieval images of the equestrian
holy warriors and martyrs, and with the Western ideal of the ruler as a true
knight. In fact, the image of a mounted warrior-king was used on all of the
known seals of Latin Emperors, starting from Baldwin I and finishing with
his namesake Baldwin II. Moreover, the seals of the Counts of Flanders also
traditionally depict the Flanders Count as a knight on horseback.There is a
notable difference, however, so far as the mounted image of Baldwin II is
not a knightly one, in contrast with his Latin predecessors. The Emperor is
dressed like a Byzantine Emperor with the corresponding insignia, his horse
is not galloping, but rather moving in a solemn parade pace. Undoubtedly
influenced by the spirit of Byzantine tradition, this image aims to emphasize
the ruler’s essence and image of the emperor.

Special point of interest presents the legend on the reverse of the
seals of Baldwin II. The inscription is entirely in Greek, like the Greek
legends on the seals of Baldwin’s predecessors on the throne of the Latin
Empire of Constantinople. Their Greek legends were put, however, on the
obverse and only rarely on the reverse, as it was the practice for the seals
of Baldwin I The inscription in Greek aimed to legitimize the Latin
Emperor of Constantinople in front of his Byzantine subjects in a sufficiently
understandable and acceptable manner. The legend on the reverse contains
four distinct elements, the latter two of which are unique to the sigillography
of the Latin Empire and can be found only on the seals of Baldwin II. The first
of the four elements is the name of the Emperor in Greek as BaAdouivog. The
second is the title deomdtng, used as equivalent to Emperor (BaoiAelg) in the
Byzantine Empire not only in the period 10th to 12th century, but also during
13th-14th century. It is, however, not to be confused with the homonymous
rank title created by Manuel I Komnenos.* The use of the Byzantine imperial

4 When viewed from the focus of the Byzantine sigillography and numismatics,
the image of the mounted Emperor as triumphant on the seals of Baldwin II seems
to be unique and without analogue from the seals of the Byzantine Emperors. See
Stepanenko 1999, 215 and 218, as well as the note 17 on p. 215.

5 As it was demonstrated, the legend in Greek of the most of the seals of the
Latin Emperors from 1204 to 1228 was posted on the obverse, the Latin one - on
the reverse. There were, however, two molybdobuls of Emperor Henry, published
by Schlumberger 1943, 168, with Latin legend on the obverse and Greek - on the
reverse.

1© Created by Manuel I Komnenos (1143-1180) in 1163 as the highest honorary title in
the Byzantine ranking hierarchy, the title despotes (8somdtng) kept this high status
during the next three centuries, being the first after that of the Emperor himself, who
stood above the whole rang hierarchy. See Kanev 2004, 339 and 342-343.
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title in that form, namely despot, was well known to the Byzantines and had
to demonstrate, furthermore, the legitimate status of Baldwin as the Emperor
of the Rhomaioi, but also to emphasize the continuity between the Latin
Empire and the Byzantine Emperors from the Komnenoi dynasty.” Thus, the
legend on the reverse of the seals of Baldwin II directly copied the reverse
of the molybdobuls of Manuel I Komnenos by its first three components,
including 0 moppupoyévvnrog.® The right to be called porphyrogennitoi was
reserved only for the representatives of the imperial family of Byzantium who
were born in the Porphyry hall of the Palace during the period of reign of
their father, so therefore related to the imperial rights, dignity and power by
birth. Baldwin II is the only one of all Latin emperors that could be considered
Porphyrogenitus, being born in the palace in Constantinople at the end of 1217
by his mother Empress Yolanda of Hainaut and of Flanders, the sister and the
rightful heiress to her predecessor, the second Latin Emperor Henry (1206-
1216), that is, Baldwin was born after the imperial coronation of his father
Peter of Courtenay in Rome in April 1217 by Pope Honorius III (1216-1227). It
is indicative enough that Baldwin II underlines its Porphyrogenitus status,
which could be of significance in the Byzantine political and civilizational
space (where he is definitely referring to legal rights over Constantinople),
but the same fact could hardly be of significance for the representatives
of the Catholic world for whom this specific Byzantine realia remains
sufficiently remote and even unknown.” It is not a coincidence, too, that the
emphasis on his Porphyrogenitus status is included in the Greek legend on
the reverse, while in the Latin one on the front it is missing. The message was
obviously directed first to the Rhomaioi, for whom this is a strong argument
for his legitimacy as emperor, and, second, to the states of the Byzantine
and Orthodox community, but not to the Latins. For the latter the fact that
Baldwin had been Porphyrogenitus was unlikely to confer legitimacy.

The last component of the Greek legend on the reverse — 6 ®Advtpog -
presents the Emperor as Baldwin of Flanders, or de Flandre in French, and
poses a series of questions. Firstly, why Baldwin presented himself as Flanders
when actually belonging to the family of Courtenay? Why this name appears,
furthermore, in the Greek legend on the reverse, rather than on the Latin

7 It was not by chance that as deondtng were titled at approximately the same time
the Emperors of Nicaea Theodore I Lascaris and John III Doucas Vatatzes in their
molybdobuls. See Zacos & Veglery 1972, 106-109, nos. 16-118; Jordanov 2009, 108-109,
nos. 205-207.

® For the molybdobuls of Manuel I Komnenos see Laurent 1962, no. 13; Zacos &
Veglery 1972, 96-97, no. 107 a-c; Seibt 1978, 106-108, N° 29; Cheynet, Morrisson et al.
1991, no. 8; Jordanov 2009, 104, Nos. 195-196.

19 See also Stepanenko 1999, 218-219.
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one on the obverse? Should it not be the case that, as he chose to advertise
his family name (unlike his eminent predecessors Baldwin I and Henry, and
his brother Robert), this name should appear exactly in the Latin legend as -
whether Flanders or Courtenay - it would mean a lot to the people of Western
origin, but at least at first glance very little for residents of the Orthodox East
and in particular for the Rhomaioi subjects of the Latin Empire.>> What was
the ultimate reason for 6 ®Advtpag, equivalent to the French de Flandre, to
appear in the legend on the reverse?

It seems rather strange that Baldwin II preferred to be Flanders than
Courtenay, although the family of his father used to be noble and eminent.*
As a matter of fact, Courtenay was a family of princes with royal blood
stretching back to the Capetian dynasty. Baldwin II was a son of Peter II
of Courtenay, lord of Courtenay and Montargis (1183-1217), count of Nevers
(185-1199), count of Auxerre and Tonnerre (1185-1217) and Latin Emperor of
Constantinople (1216-1217). The father of Peter II was Peter I of France, lord
of Courtenay, the youngest son of King Louis VI of France (1108-1137) and
brother of Louis VII (1137-180). Thus, Peter I was an uncle and Peter II was
respectively a cousin of the French king Philip IT Augustus (1180-1223). Philip’s
sister was, moreover, Agnes of France who became a Byzantine Empress as
a consort to both Alexios II Komnenos and Andronikos I. The latter fact was
not without importance for a Latin Emperor in Constantinople. Baldwin I1
was by all means a representative of one of the greatest feudal families in
Western Europe at that time and a relative of the French kings. Why then
he preferred Flanders to Courtenay on his seals? Actually, Baldwin belonged
to the family of Flanders via his mother Yolanda of Hainaut, daughter of
Baldwin V the Brave, count of Hainaut (1171-1195) and Margaret of Flanders,
daughter of the count Thierry of Alsace.>> Margaret inherited Flanders in 1191
from her brother Philip of Alsace and consequently ruled it together with
her husband.> After her death in 1194, she was inherited by Baldwin IX, her

2 For instance, just in the Latin legend on the seals of Baldwin I it is indicated clearly
that he was the Emperor of Romania, but also the count of Flanders and Hainaut. See
Schlumberger 1890, 6; Hendrickx 1974, 131; Van Tricht 2011, 63.

2 The last known to me publication concerning the family of Courtenay is Saunier-
Seité 1998.

2The rule and the family of that famous count of Flanders was of special interest in
the historiography since the XIX century, when appeared the book of Wauters 1863.
3 Baldwin V, count of Hainaut, was Baldwin VIII (1191-1194) as a count of Flanders.
Insofar as the children of Baldwin and Margaret were born when their father was
only count of Hainaut, they brought thus the family name De Hainaut. Only the
firstborn son Baldwin was named ‘of Flanders’, being count of Flanders under the
name Baldwin IX (1194-1205). In 1195 Baldwin IX inherited the earldom of Hainaut,
too, ruling there under the name Baldwin VI.
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son and the future Latin Emperor Baldwin I of Constantinople (1204-1205),
who, like Henry, were brothers of Yolanda. In fact, the family of Baldwin II’s
mother was one of the most powerful and richest noble families in Western
Europe at the end of the 12th and the early 13th century, holding extensive
fiefs - the two counties Flanders and Hainaut together with the marquisate of
Namur. The counts of Flanders belonged to the highest stratum of the Western
feudal aristocracy, second only to the Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire and
the kings. The financial resources of the counts of Flanders sometimes even
surpassed those of the smaller kingdoms in Europe. Thus the very belonging
to the Flanders household certainly brought enormous prestige in the Catholic
world. However, this was hardly the main reason for Baldwin II to entitle
himself Flanders on his seals not only because the Courtenay branch of the
French Capetian dynasty was no less prestigious than Flanders, and therefore,
if the Latin Emperor had intended to demonstrate prestigious origin, he
would not have failed to indicate that he was a Courtenay, but also because
the family affiliation in feudal Western Europe traditionally went on through
the male, not the female line and, therefore, Baldwin Il was Courtenay rather
than Flanders. It is difficult to speculate on another possibility as well, that
Baldwin wanted to stress his rights as a ruler of Flanders. Baldwin II was
never Earl of Flanders, and at no time was he the direct heir so that he could
call himself Flanders, although, of course, through his mother he could be a
potential successor but only if those before him in the line of succession died
without leaving offspring. At that time Flanders was ruled by the daughters
of Baldwin I, Jeanne (1205-1244) and Margaret II (1244-1280) respectively.
Ahead of Baldwin II in the line of inheritance were also the seven children of
Margaret as well as his elder brother Henry of Namur up to his death in 1229.
Thus, the self-determination of Baldwin II as Flanders was not justified as a
manifestation of familial affiliation or as a manifestation of power or claim to
authority over the county of Flanders.>

Furthermore, it should be noted that the reference to Emperor
Baldwin II as Flanders (®Ad&vtpag) is not in the Latin legend of his seal,
but in the Greek one, which shows that it was mainly directed to the
attention of his Rhomaioi subjects and the East, not to the ‘Latins’ and the
West. Why was it so important for Baldwin Il to demonstrate that he was
dAdavtpag not only to the people of Constantinople and the Latin empire,
but also to the Byzantine world in general since he used the same seals on

4+ Stepanenko’s assumption that the presentation of the last Latin Emperor as
Baldwin of Flanders is related to his claim to the lands of his maternal family and
aims to present him not only as an inheritor of the Emperors of Constantinople, but
also of Flanders and Hainaut is questionable and hardly acceptable. See Stepanenko

1999, 219.
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his correspondence with the rulers of the Christian East? As it was stated
before, although Baldwin II was Courtenay, he belonged to the family of
Flanders through his mother Yolanda of Hainaut. If for the Westerners the
adoption of the mother’s family name was incompatible with tradition and
would have seemed somewhat strange, it was not so in the Byzantine world
on whose territory the entire Latin Empire was situated. Since the era of the
Komnenoi onwards it was common for the Byzantines to use and underline
the family affiliation on maternal line as it would allow them to ‘decorate’
themselves with famous and noble family names. It was not rare, too, in the
12th-14th centuries that members of the Byzantine nobility, even relatives of
the Emperor, to skip in their official legends on documents and seals their
paternal family by certain reasons, but to demonstrate their maternal family
links, considered of being more prestigious or politically correct.> Strictly
speaking, Empress Yolanda belonged to the family of Hainaut, but being a
daughter and sister of the counts of Flanders made her part of that family. She
is the sister of the first two Latin emperors - Baldwin I of Flanders (who was
the count of Flanders and of Hainaut) and Henry de Hainaut and, as a direct
heir of Henry, she was the true Empress of Constantinople. Her husband
Peter II of Courtenay owes his imperial crown to his marriage to Yolanda and
it is not an accident that Pope Honorius III crowned both spouses because
Yolanda was a ruling empress by inheritance, and not just as empress consort
of the Emperor. Certainly, for the Byzantines the nuances of the French feudal
family traditions and the thin dividing line between who should normally
be called de Hainaut and who de Flanders were far from understandable.
For the Byzantine subjects Yolanda was of Flanders along with her brothers
Henry and the first Latin Emperor Baldwin 1.

This could to a great extent explain the appearance of that ®Advtpag
on the seals of Baldwin II. Baldwin II seeks to demonstrate to his subjects,
who were mostly Orthodox Greek-speaking Rhomaioi, the legitimacy of his
imperial power as a hereditary and lawful Emperor, by showing he was a
direct descendant of the first Latin Emperor of Romania at a time when a new
ruling ‘Latin’ dynasty established itself in Constantinople. More than that, it
was not any new ‘Latin’ Empire, but the very same Eastern Roman Empire
centered in Constantinople, but after 1204 by the grace of God and with
divine permission, by the law derived from the power of victorious arms it is
headed by another dynasty - Flanders. Certainly, in the eyes of the Byzantine

> Among the famous examples of using the name of the mother’s family line in
the XII c., we could give just few: the kaisar John Dalasenos, the son-in-law of the
Emperor John II Komnenos, with the actual name of Rogerios, or the nephew of the
Emperor Manuel [ Komnenos - the sebastos Andronikos Komnenos, whose father’s
family was Vatatzes. See Stiernon 1964, 185-187; Jordanov 2006, 221.
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population of the Latin Empire, the ruling emperors are representatives of
one dynasty and that is the Flanders dynasty. Once in May 1204 Baldwin
Count of Flanders, through the Latin conquest, seized the imperial throne in
Constantinople, and after him the throne was assumed in turn by his brother
Henry and his sister Yolanda, then the empire was ruled by a new dynasty
that continues with Yolanda’s sons Robert and Baldwin II; and when the
first emperor of this dynasty is Baldwin of Flanders, i.e. 6 ®Advtpag, it is a
logical conclusion for the Greeks in Constantinople that the dynasty is called
Flanders, and that, like his predecessors (without the emperor regent Jean de
Brienne) Baldwin Il is 6 ®Advtpag. This is an opportunity to emphasize in an
understandable way that Baldwin II is the legitimate emperor of Romania -
one not only by God’s mercy, but also by inheritance since before him on the
throne of the Eastern Empire were his brother, his mother and his father and
both his uncles.

The search for legitimacy on the part of the supreme power by reference
to hereditary rights should not be underestimated. In fact, during this period
the question of the legitimacy of the imperial power is very important in the
Byzantine world as a whole. Although everyone is well aware that often it is
the might of arms that gives and retains power, the dominant view is that
the true foundation of the Imperial power is its legitimacy, on which the
power of each ruler rests, and the real and complete legitimacy exists only
when the latter rests on hereditary rights to the throne. Not accidentally,
in search of legitimacy based on inheritance rights during this period, the
Epirote and later the Thessalian rulers proudly emphasize their family
roots connected to the Doucas, the Komnenoi and the Angeloi. In Nicaea
Theodore II Lascaris (1254-1258), son of John III Doucas Vatatzes (1222-1254),
preferred to take the family name from his maternal side in order to stress
the continuity with the reign of his grandfather Theodore I Lascaris (1208-
1222), and, through this, with the Angeloi dynasty in the person of Alexios III
Angelos (1195-1203).2° Very similar was the picture in Bulgaria, Serbia and the
Empire of Trapezund. For the Bulgarians there was one legitimate dynasty
and that was the Assenids. Thus, for the Bulgarian tsars it was important to
belong to that dynasty or, if not, to search for a suitable marriage with the
Assenid clan and therefore add Assen to their imperial name. Komnenoi (the
so-called Great Komnenoi) played the same role in the Empire of Trapezund

6 As Emperor Alexios III Angelos did not have sons, the husband of his elder
daughter, named Theodore Lascaris, was proclaimed to be the inheritor to the
throne and honoured with the title of despotes, which was viewed by the Byzantine
aristocracy that escaped to Nicaea as a legitimate transfer of the Imperial power
after the conquest of the Byzantine capital Constantinople on April 13, 1204 by the
participants in the Fourth Crusade.
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and the Nemanji¢ family in Serbia was so dominant that nobody could think
that even after a coup d’etat the royal crown may belong to another family.
Therefore, Baldwin II's attempt to ‘back up’ the legitimacy of his imperial
power by emphasizing dynastic rights, which, however, do not come through
his father’s lineage, but rather through his mother’s belonging to the family
of the first two Latin emperors of Constantinople was not an exception in the
context of the prevailing political mentality of the day. Only in that context
could we explain why the last Latin emperor, although Courtenay by origin,
is called 0 ®Advtpag on his seals.

* * *x

The imperial ideology of the Latin Empire was deeply embedded in
the Byzantine political traditions and the Byzantine understanding of the
nature of the imperial power and legitimacy from the time of the Komnenoi
and Angeloi, straying partly away from the Western concepts of monarchical
power. Therefore, it was this imperial ideology, succinctly expressed through
carefully selected iconographic themes and the accompanying formulas on
the legend that found its place on the seals of the Latin emperors, and, in
particular, those of Emperor Baldwin II. It should be noted, however, that
Baldwin II's seals contain new ideologically loaded elements which are
unique to them and which add specific nuances to the overall ideology of
imperial power of the last ruler of the Latin Empire. The traditional concepts
of imperial ideology - the divine right of imperial power, the special place of
the Constantinople ruler in Christendom resulting from the Roman identity
of the Latin Empire as the Eastern Empire and thus making him the holder of
the imperium over Romania and therefore over the Christian East, as well as
the supreme and indisputable nature of imperial power - were enriched by
some new suggestions and reasons for the legitimacy of the Emperor such as
his status as porphyrogenitus and the undeniable hereditary rights over the
Empire resulting from his belonging to the imperial family, whose members
wore the imperial crown of Constantinople from 1204 onwards. Baldwin II is
the only Latin emperor, who through his seals directly promoted the dynastic
principle as an important component of the imperial ideology’s concept
of the legitimacy of imperial power, trying to extend it with new reasons
going beyond and complementing the undoubtedly primary and traditional
postulate expressed by the formula Dei gratia imperator - Emperor by God’s
grace.

Unlike the iconography and the legend on the obverse of the seals of
Baldwin II, which had a kind of ‘outer’ or ‘pro-Western’ intentions, those
of the reverse had rather ‘internal’ and ‘pro-Byzantine’ purposefulness. They
were directed towards the Rhomaian subjects of Baldwin of Courtenay.
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The presentation of the last Latin Emperor on the legend of the reverse
as BaAdouivog deomdtng 0 mopdupoyévvnrog 0 PAdvtpag was aimed to
promulgate him as Byzantine Emperor in front of his Orthodox subjects.
The last two elements of the formula had to confirm, too, his legitimacy
as Emperor of Constantinople. In that sense, the seals of Baldwin II played
far more important role in strengthening the imperial ideology of the Latin
Empire, than just to seal the imperial correspondence.
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Urbitziotes Nikolaos -
ein byzantinischer Funktionar aus dem
bulgarischen Urvi¢ im 11. Jahrhundert

Werner Seibt

Abstract: A Byzantine seal in Dumbarton Oaks (DO 55.1.3209) probably from the
second third of the nth century with two standing figures on the obverse (the right one is St.
Nicholas) has the following reverse legend:

+ K(Opr)e B(on)0(et) Nikord(w) (mpwto)omabapi(w) ént t(od) Xp(voo)(tpr)kA(ivov)
[x(a) (mpwro)]votap[i(w) T]® OvpPi[T]qid[n].

The surname Ourbitziotes clearly indicates the provenance of Nikolaos from a
Bulgarian village or fortress called Urvi¢. In Byzantine sources only one O0pfitiov is attested
(in a poem of Manuel Philes), which was located west of Varna, but there are at least two other
places with this name in Bulgaria.

The surname Ourbikiotes is probably not an alternative spelling of Ourbitziotes but
declares a provenance from Ourbikion in Constantinople.

Key words: Byzantine seal, Ourbitziotes, Urvi¢, Bulgarian provenance, Ourbikiotes,
Ourbikion

Pesrome: B xonexiusra Ha JbMObpTHH OyKe ce Hamupa BusaHTUiCKU TiedaT (DO
55.1.3209), BEPOSITHO OT BTOPATa TPETHHA Ha 11 BEK, BbPXY YUHATO PEBEPC ca M300paseHu JBe
npasu ¢urypu (efHaTa OT KOUTO € Ha ¢B. Hukoaii) u cieiHUst HAAMUC:

+ K(pr)e B(on)0(et) NikoAd(w) (mpwto)omabapi(w) émt t(od) Xp(voo)(tpr)kA(ivov)
[(ad) (rpwro)votap[i(e) Tl OvpBlTIdrln].

Vimero Ypb6uuMOTEC SICHO IOKa3Ba Mpousxoja Ha Hukonail or 6barapckoro cemu-
Lle WIM KPEenocT HapeuyeHa YpBUY. BbB BHU3aHTHIICKHMTE M3BOPH Ce OTKPHBA €JUHCTBEHO
OvpBitliov (B moema Ha Manyun Pur), KOETO e JIOKAIMBUPAHO 3aMazZiHo OT BapHa, HO noHe
JiBe CeJIMILA C TOBA MMe Ca ChlIecTBYBaIu B bbarapus.

damuanoro nme Ourbikiotes Hafi-BepOSITHO He € a/JTEPHATHUBHO IMpeJCTaBsHE Ha
Ourbitziotes, a mokasea mpousxog ot Ourbikion B Koncrantrunomnos.

In Dumbarton Oaks befindet sich ein Bleisiegel mit dem bisher nicht belegten
Beinamen Urbitziotes.! Auf der Avers-Seite, die teilweise plattgedriickt und

'DO 55.1.32009.
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Abb.1

beschadigt ist, erscheinen zwei Standfiguren. Die rechte ist aufgrund der
Reste der Beischrift, K-O-A-A, eindeutig als der hl. Nikolaos zu erkennen. Die
Rechte hilt er im Segensgestus, die Linke unterfasst das tibliche Evangeliar,
allerdings teilweise vom Korper etwas abgesetzt. Auf der linken Seite ist
sehr wahrscheinlich eine Standfigur der Theotokos auszumachen, wohl vom
Nikopoios-Typus, d. h. sie hilt ein Medaillon mit einer Christus-Biiste vor
der Brust; auch minimale Spuren von Siglen deuten in diese Richtung.
Die Revers-Legende besteht aus sieben Zeilen:

+ KER,B, - NIKOAAO - ACMAGAPI, - EMI T, RIKA, - . NOTAP. - .() UPRI.-

ZIWT.
+ K(pye B(on)d(er) Nikord(w) (rtpwto)cmaeapi(oo) ¢t t(od)
Xp(voo)(tpr)kA(ivov) [k(ai) (tpwto)]votap[i(w) t]d OVpPi[t]linT(n].

Das Siegel stammt aus dem 11. Jahrhundert, etwa aus dem 2. Drittel.

Es ist nicht auszuschliefen, dass Nikolaos nur PaciAikog votaplog
und nicht Protonotarios war, unsere Interpretation dirfte aber doch
vorzuziehen sein. Bei der Ligatur  ist das Rho sehr schwach erkennbar, fast
nur angedeutet. Beim Beinamen (solange wir nicht sicher wissen, dass er
auch vererbt wurde, vermeiden wir eher den Terminus ,Familiennamen®)
Urbitziotes ist der erste Buchstabe oben etwas plattgedriickt, weshalb die
Spitzen eher auseinandergepresst wurden; auch das Beta ist infolge einer
Verletzung nicht klar genug erkennbar; aus Griinden der inneren Symmetrie
ist am Ende der vorletzten Zeile ein Buchstabe verloren, fir den wir Tau
annehmen; der erste Buchstabe der letzten Zeile kann nur Xi oder Zeta sein;
am Ende der Zeile erwarten wir eher Eta anstelle eines einfach Iota.

Beinamen, die auf -iwtng enden, deuten im Allgemeinen die
geographische Herkunft der entsprechenden Person oder Familie an, im
gegebenen Fall ist daher von einem Ort Ovpitiov auszugehen. Zufidllig
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findet sich auch in der byzantinischen Literatur eine (singuldre) Erwahnung
dieses Ortsnamens, und zwar in einem Gedicht des Manuel Philes Ei¢ ta tod
MPWTOCTPATWPOG Ekelvou Tol Bawpaotod otparnynipata.? Es handelt sich um
die ausfiihrliche Beschreibung der bulgarischen Feldziige des Protostrators
Michael Dukas Glabas Tarchaneiotes, die Philes auf Ersuchen von dessen
Witwe Maria Dukaina Komnene Branaina Tarchaneiotissa nach dem Tod
des Protostrators (er starb zwischen 1305 und 1307) verfasste.? Uberzeugend
hat A. Kuzev nachgewiesen, dass griechisches Ovupfitliov bulgarischem
Urvi¢ und nicht Vérbica entspricht.# Dieses Urvi¢ kann zwar nicht genau
lokalisiert werden, aber aufgrund des Zusammenhanges der entsprechenden
Stelle zwischen Ovt{aykav und Kolioxog dotu ist es westlich von Varna zu
suchen.

Man sollte aber nicht vorschnell den Beinamen Urbitziotes mit diesem
Ort Urvi¢ verbinden, denn es gibt ja auch eine bulgarische mittelalterliche
Festung dieses Namens beim Dorf Kokaljane am Fluss Iskér, etwa 20 km
stidostlich von Sofia, die allerdings auch erst fiir 13. und 14. Jahrhundert gut
bezeugt ist und bis heute beachtliche Festungsmauern aufweist.> A. Kuzev
erwdhnt zudem eine Gegend namens Urvi¢ beim Dorf BoZenica im Bezirk
Botevgrad, mit einer Festung des 13.-14. Jahrhunderts (die heute Gradisteto
heifdt, damals aber wahrscheinlich den Namen Urvi¢ trug), was eine Inschrift
im Auftrag des Sebastos Ognjan bezeugt.® Man kann also nur raten, aus
welchem Urvi¢ obiger Nikolaos stammte, vielleicht ist der Festung bei Sofia
der Vorzug zu geben.

Der Name Urbitziotes ist sonst nicht nachzuweisen, im Gegensatz
zu Urbikiotes. Im PLP findet sich eine Maria, Gattin (oder Witwe) eines
Presbyteros, die 1376 ihre Anteile an einem Haus in Konstantinopel verkaufte,
und wohl Urbikiotissa hief3.” I. Koltsida-Makre wiederum publizierte ein
Athener Siegel eines Kalokyros (letztes Drittel 11. bis friihes 12. Jahrhundert),
wo sie den Beinamen als Gournikiotes interpretierte;® nicht zuletzt mit Hilfe
eines Parallelstiickes der Fogg Sammlung haben bereits W. Seibt und A.-K.
Wassiliou in der gemeinsamen Rezension zu Urbikiotes korrigiert.? Da die

> Manuel Philes, Carmina II, 249, 211.

3 Vgl. Trapp 1994, 106, zu Nr. 29817. Zu Michael s. bes. Leontiades 1998, 69-72, Nr. 32,
zu seiner Gattin Maria, die nach dessen Tod Nonne wurde und den Namen Martha
annahm, a.O. 78-79, Nr. 38. Leontiades datiert den Tod Michaels ,,nach 1304 und vor
1308

4+ Kuzev 1970.

5 Ovcharov 1981.

¢ Kuzev 1970, 136-137.

7Trapp 1989, Nr. 21176.

8 Koltsida-Makre 1996, Nr. 291.

9 Wassiliou & Seibt 1998, 148.

© Wassiliou-Seibt 2011, Nr. 1084.
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Legende metrisch ist, wurde sie auch in das Metrische Corpus aufgenommen.”
Die Autorin verbindet dort Urbikiotes mit Mittellateinischem urbicus
und verweist auch auf die Kirche ®eotoxog t@v Ovpfikiov bzw. év tolg
OvpPikiov in Konstantinopel, die von einem Urbicius Barbatus schon unter
Anastasios 1. am Beginn des 6. Jahrhunderts gegriindet wurden sein soll.”
Es ist gut denkbar, dass der Name Urbikiotes von diesem hauptstiadtischen
Urbikion abzuleiten ist und nicht eine (starker hellenisierte) Nebenform zum
slawischen Urbitziotes darstellt.

Manuelis Philae Carmina, ed. E. Miller. II. Paris 1857 (Ndr. Amsterdam
1967).
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Was the Byzantine dignitary Nikephoros
bestarches, (son of) Aktarios (late 11th century),
a man of Turkish origin?

Werner Seibt

Abstract: The present paper deals with two Byzantine seals of the same boulloterion
from the late uth century, which mention a certain Nikephoros, a Byzantine dignitary whose
father was of possible Turkish origin, an aktar, who had immigrated into the Byzantine empire.
This allowed his son to do a Byzantine career as revealed by the title bestarches that he owned.
Although the title has lost its high importance it still shows a certain prestige.

Key words: aktar, Byzantine seals, Turkish Byzantines

Pesrome: B HacTosAaTa cTaTUs ce pasriex/aT JBa BU3AaHTUMCKM IedaTa OT eJMH U
cblIM GYJIOTEPUOH OT KbCEH 11 BeK, B KOUTO Ce CIIOMeHaBa 3a Hsakod cu Huxudop, BusaH-
THUHCKY CAHOBHHUK, YMITO Galia e 61 ¢ BEPOSITEH TyPCKH [IPOU3XOJ, aKTap, IMUTPUPAT BbB
BusanTuiickara nMmnepusi. ToBa no3Bo/IMIO Ha HETOBUS CHUH Jja HallpaBU Kapuepa B paMKUTe
Ha BusaHTHS, KaKTO MOXKEM Jla CbUM OT TUTJIaTa BecTapx, KOsITO HOCeJI U KOSTO, MaKap U Ja
M“3ry6r/Ia CBOETO rojisiMo 3Ha4€eHHe, BCe Ole Oria MPU3HAK Ha TPECTIDK.

Two Byzantine seals in a damaged state of preservation from the late uth
century mention a son of an aktarios. One (from the Zacos collection) is
preserved in Dumbarton Oaks,’ the other one in Athens.> As they come from
one and the same boulloterion they are published together.

On the obverse there is a standing figure of St. Demetrios in a military
dress, with a lance and sword, and there is a partially readable inscription
©-A-H/ M-H-TP-I-O-C. The beardless head is relatively big.

' DO 58.106.3090 (unpublished). We thank Dumbarton Oaks for the permission to
publish the seal.

> Konstantopoulos 1917, 312; (proposing at the end: t@ [A]xtd[pn] with question
mark). We thank Dr. Eva Apostolou for the permission to republish the seal.
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Was the Byzantine dignitary Nikephoros bestarches, (son of) Aktarios...

Fig. 1: Seal DO 58.106.3090.

Dumbarton Oaks, Byzantine Collection, Washington, DC

The reverse legend reads:
+KER,B,
NIKI$OP,
RECTAPXI
TUAKTA
PIY

+ K(Vpr)e B(on)B(er) Nik(n)dop(w) Beotapy(n) tod Axktapiov.

As Nikephoros does not continue the legend in dative but changes to
the genitive at the end points to the fact that Aktarios is not a normal family
name but probably the father’'s name or perhaps a profession. The name
Aktarios is only found in Ptochoprodromos as a correction of the editor.> In
the Kletorologion of Philotheos one manuscript has once dxtapiog, but that
seems to be a mistake for dktovapiog.+

On the other hand, aktar is a well-known Turkish word for a grocer.
According the dictionary of A. Tietze it designates a man selling parfumes,
and goes back to Arabic attar.5 It has received the form dytépng in Modern
Greek,® though it seems to be quite rare.

3 Eideneier 1991, 171, v. 605: Aktdpiov instead of 'Oxtdpiov vel Nextéplov. We thank
Erich Trapp for his advice.

4+ Oikonomides 1972, 191, 4; 190, n. 192. But Koukoules 1949, 8o wanted to defend the
form of the manuscript.

5 Tietze 2002. We thank Claudia Romer for this reference.

¢ Demetrakos 1954, 1288; Stamatakos 1971, 731: Gxtdpng - pwron®Ang, Yidketlng /
TWANTIG APWHATIKOV TPOIdVTwV Kol dappiKwy.
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Probably Nikephoros’ Turkish father, an aktar, had immigrated into
the Byzantine empire, where his son could do a Byzantine career; the title
bestarches was not quite distinguished anymore in the later u1ith century, but
nevertheless still attests a certain prestige.

We do not know to which Turkish speaking people Nikephoros’ father
had belonged, but his profession points primarily to the Orient.

Fig. 2: Seal NM 312
Epigraphic and Numismatic Museum, Athens
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OOGpa3bl aAOPAHTOB B BU3AHTUMCKOM
chparucruke
(Images of Adorants in Byzantine Sphragistics)

Banepuii CrenaHeHKo

Abstract: No images of the seal owners are known so far. In this regard it is very
interesting to study the seals of prince of Tmurakan’ Oleg — Michael and the monk of the st.
Tarasios monastery in Constantinople — Zosima. Their moulds were made in Constantinople
at the end of nth century. On the first seal the prince is presented in proskynesis before his
holy protector, archangel Michael, as a warrior standing frontally. On the second seal the
monk kneels before the holy patriarch Tarasios as adorant. Both compositions have many
analogues in the Byzantine painting and applied art. But there is no explanation about the
absence of this composition in Byzantine sphragistics.

Key words: Byzantium, sigillography, adoration, monk, seal owner

Pesrome: o MoMeHTa He 6s1Xa U3BECTHU M300PXKEHHsI HA COOCTBEHULIMTE HA BU3aH-
THUICKUTE MOJIMBIOBY/IH. B Tasu Bpb3Ka OT 0coOeH MHTepeC ca MevyaTuTe Ha KHsi3a Ha Tmy-
pakaH - Oster-Muxawa 1 Ha MOHaxa 30CHMa OT MaHactupa cB. Tapacuii B KoHcranTuHOMOM.
Tsxuute Marpuny ca 6unn HanpaBenu B KoHcranTuHomon B kpast Ha XI B. Bepxy mbpBust
revyaT KHI3BT e NpeJiCTaBeH B IPOCKMHEe3a Ipej CBOsSI CBeTU ITOKPOBUTeI, apXaHren Muxan,
KOMTO e apxXucTparer Ha HeGeCHOTO BOMHCTBO. BbpXy BTOpHUs IeYaT MOHAXBT € TPeACTaBeH
KOJIEHWYesl IIpeJ, CB. MaTpuapx Tapacuii ¢ pblie MpocTpeHu KbM Hero. M nBere koMmno3uuuu
MMAaT MHO)XECTBO aHA/IOTMH BbB BUBAHTHICKATA XUBOMHUC (MO3aiiKu, GpPeCKH, MUHHATIOPH)
¥ B IPUIOKHOTO U3KYCTBO. HO TSIXHOTO OTCHCTBHE BBB BU3aHTHHCKaTa cHparncruka e He-
00SICHUMO.

CueHbl MOKIOHEHUSI COOCTBEHHUKA M€YaTH CBATOMY B BU3AHTHHCKOM
chparvcTrke MOYTH HEM3BECTHbI. PeqyaliliiiMy UCKTIOYEHUSIMU SIBJISTIOTCSI
M300paKeHUst Ha ABYX U3JAHHbIX ITeYaTsIX.

Ha n1.c. mevatu u3 cobpanuu mysest LllepemerseBsix B Kuese (VP 480)
KkHs13b Oner - Muxann pacnpocrepcsi B IPOCKMHe3MCe nepes, ApXaHTeioM
Muxaunom (¢ur. 1).! Cyas no Hagnucu (apxouTt TamaTapxu U fiyka Bceil Xa-

' Most 6naromapHocts A.E. IllepemerneBy 3a paspellieHHe BOCIIPOM3BeCTH (OTO
mevyaTtu. Msmana - Alferov 2103, 28-31.
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®ur. 1. [Teyars kHs3s Onera- @ur. 2. [evats Mmonaxa Mocuda. XI B.
Muxawnna. 8o-e rr. XI B. PoTo myzes doTo - Zacos 1984, no.533.
[[TepemeTreBBIX.

3apuH), eYaTh MOXKET ObITh JATHUPOBAaHA KOHIIOM 80 - HayanoM 9ox rr. XI B.,
IocJie BO3BpallleHUs KHsI3s1 B TMyTapakaHb Iocjie yeTblpexjieTHel CChbUIKU
Ha Pozmoc, 6mmke K 1094 T., KOrAa OH BepHysics Ha Pych, mepenas TmyTa-
pakaHb BusaHTnu.> MOXXHO MPEATION0KUTH, YTO U MATPUILIbI TIeYaTH ObLIN
cmenanbl B Buzantuw, Bpsig v Ha Popmoce, mevyatu GyHKIIMOHEPOB KOEro
n3BecTHbI,> HO B KoHCcTaHTUHONOIe, yepe3 KOTOPBIH KHS3b BO3BPALAJICS U3
CCBUIKH, XOTSI POJOCCKOe MPOHCXOXKIeHHe MAaTpHUl, He NCKJII0UYeHO, UCKIIIO-
YeHO — TMyTapaKaHCKoe.*

Ha nevatu uzo6pakeH apxaHren Muxauni B UIIOCTAaCH apXUCTPATUTA
He(GeCcHOro BOMHCTBA, T.e. B JOCIIeXaX BOMHA- KMpace C MTePUTaMH, C JIeXa-
LIMM Ha IIeye MeYOM B IIPaBOM PyKe U OIyIlleHHBIMH HOXXHAaMU B JIEBOM.
CrpaBa y HOT apxaHreja pacrpocTepsach B MPOCKUHE3KCe MajieHbKast Hu-
rypka 4yesoBeka. Tak Kak 3aroToBKa Obl/la MEeHbIIIe MATPHULIbI, TO YaCTh PUTY-
Pbl aZIOpPaHTa OCTa/Iach BHe I10JIs [IeYaTH.

HepnaBHo mepeun3zansl ABa 3Kk3eMiuisipa nedatu Mocuda, MoHaxa Mo-
HacTeipsi ¢B. Tapacusi B KoHcranTuHomnosne. CoOOGCTBEHHUK TeYaTh M300pa-
YKEH KOJIEHOTIPEKJIOHEHHBIM Tepef; cB. marpuapxom Tapacuem (ur. 2).5 Ee
MaTPHULBI TAKXKe SIBHO CTOTMYHOTO Mpoucxoxzenus. Jata — XI Bek.

2 Cm. Stepanenko 2013, 157-168; Chkhaidze 2012, 251-270.

3 Cm. EC 2005, 85, Nea.

4+ Cm. Chkhaidze 2015.

5 Zacos 1984, n.533; Campagnolo-Pothitou & Cheynet 2016, 437-438, N.3864, b.
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®ur. 3. OrnpaBnenue Ha nponosens. Kanmagokus. Kapannuk kunuce. XI B.
®oto aBTOpA.

B BusanTuu m3oOpakeHHe aJOpaHTA B NMPOCKUHE3HCE - JOBOJIBHO
penkoe siBienue.® Co3aeTcs BieyaTieHre, YTO U 3a Npejie/laMu UMITepUU
JAHHAsi MKOHOrpadus Takke He ObUIa momnyssipHa. [IpescTaBieHa oHa npe-
VMMYILeCTBeHHO MaMsATHHUKaMU MPUKIAJHOIO UCKYCCTBA U U3BeCTHA IO OT-
Je/IbHBIM TIaMSTHHKaM MOHYMEHTA/IbHON JXMBONMHCHU KaK BusaHTum, Tak
M B CTpPaHaxX BU3AaHTHUHCKOTO Ky/AbTypHOTO Kpyra. A. ['paGap mosaras, 4to
IIPOCKUHE3UC - 3TO N300pa)keHe UMITePaTopa, CTOSIIEro Ha KOJIEHSIX IIpe,
60)xeCcTBOM, IPUBO/S B KadecTBe npruMepa craryto KOctuHa B KoHcTaHTHHO-
nosie.” JTO He COBCEM TaK. MHOXeCTBO M300payKeHUI KOJIEHONIPEK/IOHEH-
HBIX KTUTOPOB M a/JOPAaHTOB M3BeCTHBI BO PPECKOBOI1 KMBOMMCH KaK bas-
KaH, TaK 1 Kanmagokuu. B Kacropre cpesu MHOXXeCTBa 06pa3oB KTUTOPOB
numwp B 1. [laHarum MaBpHOTHCCHI B pOCIIMCH aOCHBI KTUTOP B POCT WU
Ha KOJIeHsIX TpeacTouT nepes 6oxectBom.® B Kanmagokun Bo ¢ppecke «OT-
IpaBjieHHe Ha nponoseab» B Kapannmuk Kunuce y Hor Xpucra crosit Ha Ko-

6 Spatharakis 1974, 190-205.

7 Grabar 2000, 115.

8 Pelekanides & Chatzidakes 1984, 29, ill.6, 40, ill.20, 42, ill.21, 45, ill.24, 65, ill. 19, 21,
70ill.4, 6.
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JIeHsIX KTUTOPbI MloaHH DHTafbMaTHK 1 Hen3BeCTHbIN (¢wur. 3), B abcuge y
Hor [laHTOKpaTopa B mpockrHe3uce pacnpocTeptsl - Hukudop u Baccuan.?
B «uepxBu Hukudopa ®okn» B Yasyurnue (cepesuta X B.) B HUILIAX IO CTO-
POHaM asTapsi U300paXKeHbl OrpOMHBIe GpUTypsI apxaHresaa Muxauia 1opar-
HOTO CO CTOSILIMIMHM TIepeJi HUM Ha KOJIEHSIX KTUTOPaMH, OT GUIyp KOTOPBIX
OCTaJINCh JIUIIb KOHTYPBL. ' [lepedyeHb MOYXHO MPOAODKUTD, TaK KaK MO MOJ-
cdetam JI. Beprapaunm, B Kanmagokuu B 27 1epKBsIX U Karnesuiax 6osee Uin
MeHee COXPAaHWJINCh U300pXKeHHsI 75 KTUTOPOB U afIOPAHTOB MJ/IH HAJHCH
C MX UIMeHaMH."

®ur. 4. bponsosslie BpaTa 1. CaH [Taono ®ur. 5. bpoH30BbIe BpaTa HapTeKca
¢dyopu na mypa. XI B. Pum. Poto aBropa. Can Mapko. XII B. Berenus.
®oro - Frazer 1973, 152-158, ill. 12.

M300pakeHns1 KTUTOPOB M3BEeCTHbI Ha OPOH30BBIX BpaTaX, CZe/IaH-
Hbix B Koncrautunomnose B XI —-XII BB. Ito nBepu u. Can [laono ¢pyopu e
Mypa B Pume (1070) (dur. 4) u Ha moprane Can Mapko B Beneuuw (oK. 1112).
B kneiime mepBbix n300pakeHne kTuTopa [laHTtaneone nus Amanbdu, Koe-

9 [IpopucoBka xommno3suuuii: Jolivet-Levy 2001, 72.
© Rodley 1983, 300-311; Jolivet-Levy 2001, 179, ill.40.
1 Bernardini 1992, 19.
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HoOIlpeKJIoHeHHoro Ttepes  Hcycom
Xpucrtocom u artoctrosiom [laBnom, Ha
BTOpPBIX - J/leo me MonuHO, OGbIBILIErO
npokyparopom Can Mapko, Takke Ha
KOJIEHsIX y HOT ¢B. Mapka (¢wur. 5).2

Ha 6ponsoBoii ukonke XII B.
n3 XepcoHeca M300pakeH ApxaHren
Muxaun nOpaTHBIA M MPeCTOSIINN
eMy Hekuil MoaHH, M3006pakeHHbIN
B POCT B TP Y€TBEPTHU C IPOCTEPTHI-
MU K Muxanny B MOJMTBe pyKaMU
(¢dur. 6).5

B cob6cTBeHO B mMpoOCKUHe3Hce
n300pakeH Ha Mo3auke B cB. Copun
nmmneparop JleB VI, pacnpocTtepTsiii
y Hor Xpucra (dur. 7).4 UmnepaTop
Apxkaguii B TOU Xe UKOHOTpadUU -
repej, aHrejaMu B MUHUaTiope X B.,"
krutopsl Hukudop u Baccuan y Hor
Xpucra ITanTokparopa B abcuge Ka- dur. 6. BpoH30Bas HKOHKa C
PaHTMK Ku/HCce B Kanmagokuu (XI's.) ApxaHresnoM MuxanioMm U aJlopaHTOM

16 x
(¢ur. 8).° Ha KTMTOPCKO# MO3aMKe  Iioapmom. X1 . XepcoHecckuii Myseit
Mapropatsi B [1anepmo 'eopruii AH-  zanoseguuk. Ceacronons. Poto myses.
THUOXUUCKUI PAacIIpoOCTePT B MIPOCKU-

Hesuce y Hor Boromarepu (ok. 1143)

(¢ur. 9). Krutop tarke 611 rpekoM uam cupuiineM. OTcroza u o6paiieHue
K BH3aHTHUMCKMM 00OpasliaM Y MPUIJIAlleHre I'PevyecKUX MO3au4dMCcTOB.”7 B
[TpotaTe Ha AdoHe xpaHUTCsE cepeOpsiHas cTaBpoTeka ¢ Pacnisituem B mipes-
CTOSILIMMHM M 3aKa34YMKOM, PaclpoCTePThIM B MPOCKHUHe3uce nepex boroma-
Tepblo, HO He mepes XpHUCTOM, K KOTOPDOMY OH MOBEPHYT CIHHOM, YTO He
coBceM 00bI4HO (¢ur. 10). [TaMATHUK BBIMIOJTHEH B TEXHUKA YEKAHKHU U, CYIs
MO0 HAJIKCH, ero 3aKa3uruKoM ObUT MOHax 3ocuma.® Ha ¢parmeHTax Kpec-
Ta marpuapxa Muxauna Kepynapust B [ymGapron Okce® B cuenax «Yyga B

2 Cavallo 1982, 314, ill.249-251; 366, ill.318; Frazer 1973, 152-158.
5 Yashaeva, Denisova et al. 2011, 206, 496, N2 141.

4 Bayet 2009, 96-97.

s Evgenidou & Albani 2002, 107, ill.38.

¢ Jolivet-Levy 2001, 77; Cm. Bernardini 1992, 121.

7 Kitzinger 1990, 197-206, ill. XXII.

'8 Karakatsanis 1997, 339-341, n.9.18. Pa3amep 17,8 x 14,2 cm.

9 Jenkins & Kitzinger 1967, 235-249.
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®ur. 7. J/leB VI nepen Xpuctom [Tantokpatopom. VI B. CB. Codus. Ctamby .
®oro aBTOpA.

@ur. 8. Jlencyc. ®pecka 1. Kapannuc kunuce. XI B. Kanmagokwust. Poro aBropa.
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®ur. 9. 'eopruii AuTHOXUMCKUI Tepen boromaTepsio. Mo3auka Mapropansr. XII B.
[Manepmo. Cunmnust. oo - Kitzinger 1990, ill. XXII.
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XoHax» u «SIBmenusi Apxanrena Mucycy HaBuHy» 06a mpeacTosiuiyx mnepep
ApxaHreiom n3o6paxkeHsl B mpockuHesuce.> Ha nkone «CB. ['eopruii ¢ »u-
trem» XIII B. u3 Buzanrtuiickoro mysest B AbrHax BHU3Y C/ieBa U300pakeHa
)KeHCKasi Gurypa B MPOCHHUKE3MCe, KaK IMOJIAraloT MccaefoBaTend, MpuHa
Komuwuna /Jlykavna, BroBa napst bonrapuu MiBana Acens 1.

Ha nutoit 6ponsoBoii nkonke XI B. u3 BusaHTuiickoro myses B
deccanoHMKax HEM3BECTHBIM aZlOPaHT pacIpoCTepcsl B MPOCKHUHe3HUce y
HoT cB. Huxomnast (ur. 11).>> IT0 MexaHWYeCKast KOIHsSI OPUTHHAIIA, BO3MOXK-
HO, M3 /IParoleHHOoro MeTasia. BocnpousseseHsl Bce rpedecKre HaJIHUCH C
MMeHaMU afocTosIoB U ¢B. Hukonas B cpefHUKe, HO, B OT/IMYHE OT XepCo-
HEeCCKOH, 3/leCh HeT HAJIIHMCH, CONPOBOXatoleli N300paKeHNe a/IopPaHTa,
pacIpoCTepILerocs B IpOCKMHe3UCe Y HOT ¢BATOro. OT/IMBKA O4eHb HU3KOTO
KayecTBa, C Maccoil pakoBuH B MeTasute. Ho, cyas nmo kavecTBy OpuruHaia,

@ur. 10. MoHax 3ocuma niepeg, ®ur. 11. AZOpaHT B MPOCKMHEe3UCce Tiepey,
Boromarepsio. CtaBporeka XI B. ¢B. Hukonaem - Thessalonike, Istoria kai
[Tporar. Apon. ®oto - Karakatsanis Techne 89, no.24.11.
1997, N0.9.18.

> B TO Xe BpeMsi Ha €ro IMevyaTH, BOIPEKH TPAAMLMH, U300paKeHre apXaHresa
Muxawnna B anrenbckom o6mmynu. — Evgenidou & Albani 2002, 32, no.1.

2 Aceimastou-Potamianou 1998, 26-27, n.5; Shedevry Vizantii 2017, N°3, 26-35.

22 Thessalonike, Istoria kai Techne, 89, n.24.11.
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OH TO SIBHO He ObLI TPMMEPOM MaCCOBOI MPOJYKIIMH, HO TIOCTY)XHJI 00pas-
1OM [IJIsI U3TOTOBJIEHUSI KOTIHI. >

Tak 4TO TO/NBKO AAHHBIE N300pAYKEHHSI KTUTOPOB U aZlOPAHTOB, pac-
MPOCTEPTHIX y HOT CBSITOTO SIBJISTIOT COO0 COOCTBEHHO MMPOCKUHE3HUC, TaK KaK
naJileHre HUIL ¥ CTOSIHME Ha KOJIeHSIX SIBHO He OfHO U To Xe. [lo BuamuMomy,
cam 00bI4ail MPOCKMHEe3Hca UMeeT BOCTOYHble KOpHU. OH n3BecTteH B MpaHe
npu AxemeHuaax v 6b11 ycBoeH AnekcaHapom Makemonckum. Kak muiier
Ksunt Kypuuii Py¢: «O6b4au cBoeii pofgMHbI, YMEPEHHOCTh MaKeJZOHCKHUX
Lapeil U UX IPaXJAHCKUH OOIMK OH CYMTA/ HEMOAXOASIIMMH JJsi CBOEro
BeJINYMS, PAaBHOTO BE/INYMIO MEePCUACKUX Ijapeid, U COMepHHUYasl 10 CBOeH
Bractu ¢ 6oramu. OH TpeGoBas, 4TOOBI MOOEIUTENTN CTONTBKUX HAPO/OB,
MIPUBETCTBYs ero, naganu HuL, (Paspsigka Hawa-B.C.), mocreneHHo nmpuyvas
MX K 00513aHHOCTSIM PaboB, 06palasiCh C HUMH KaK C TVIEHHUKaAMU». >

B Pume u Bu3aHTHUM MPOCKHMHE3UC MPHUCYTCTBYeT B TPUYMQATbHBIX
cueHax. B BeixogHO#W MuHHaTiOpe mcantupu Bacunus I B8 Mapunane Tak
M300pa)keHbl CTOSIIIME Ha KOJIEHSIX U Majlive HUL, MOoOeXAeHHbIe «BapBa-
ps» (cod. Marc. gr. Z. 17, f. IlIr). B xprcTraHcKo#i TpaguLu, Cyss 1Mo TOMY,
4TO MBI 3HaeM o ToM e JIbBe VI u kas13e Onere-Mwuxane, MPOCKUHE3UC SIB-
JISICSI 3pDUMBIM BBIPA)KEHUEM TJTy0O4ailllero pacKasiHusI IPellHUKa Mepez,
60)KeCTBOM WJIM CBSITBIM, MOJIEHHEM O MpoLeHUH.> [ 7TyOHHy pacKastHUST KaK-
IbIii onipesessii caM. Kak ciencrBre, n1306pakeHUsI KTUTOPOB B TPOCKUHE3H-
ce Ha ¢ppeckax, MO3anKax, UKOHaX U MPOU3BEAEHUSIX TPUKIAJHOTO UCKYCCT-
Ba IAHHOT'O ITepHO/a, BKJIIOYAst U MAaTPUILIBI ITeYaTel SIBJIS/INCH BhIpAYKeHNEeM
MIMEHHO Cy0O'beKTHUBHOTI'O, IMYHOI'O TIOKAasTHUS 3aKa34uMKa npousseaenus. Oc-
TAeTCsl YAUBJISITHCSI TOMY, YTO ZI0 HAlIMX JHEU JOLUIO CTOJIb He3HAYUTe/IbHOe
KOJINYeCTBO NMaMSITHUKOB JAHHOT'O TUIIA.
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Penkue HeomyOIMKOBaHHBIE CPPAruCTHIECKHE
namMaTHUKU Ppakuu u MakegoHuu
(Rare unpublished sphragistic monuments
from Thrace and Macedonia)

Esena Cremanosa

Abstract: Thrace was the first European theme, established about 680 for counteraction
against the Bulgarians. In the period between 789-802 within the limits of Thrace a new theme
— Macedonia - was created. Seals, including the Hermitage ones, belong to numerous officials
of both themes: strategoi, judges, tourmarhes, etc. Both themes were closely connected
with each other, which came into full play in the XIth century: the seals name different high
mainly civil officials who administered the union of Thrace and Macedonia. The article is
devoted to the seals unknown before. Among them are the seals of Christophore, spatharios
and episkeptites of Macedonia (late nth century); Bardzahamis?, imperial spatharokandidatos
and chartoularios of Macedonia (1oth/uth century); Nikephoros, patrikios and strategos of
Macedonians (late 8th century); ...imperial protospatharios and judge of Macedonia (1oth
century); George Tzykandyles?, protoanthypatos and strategos of Thrace (late uth century);
Nicholas, imperial strator and tourmarches of Thrace and Macedonia (first half of the gth
century); George, imperial spatharios and strategos of Thrace and Macedonia (10th century).
These seals open new pages in the history of both themes.

Key words: Byzantine sphragistics, Thrace, Macedonia, spatharios, strator, strategos

Pestome: Tpakus e mbpBaTa eBpONEHCKa TeMa, OCHOBaHA KbM 680 I. 3a MPOTUBO-
JeicTBue Ha Gbrapure. B mepuoga mexxay 789-802 r. B pamkuTe Ha Tpaxust e 61ia OCHOBa-
Ha HOBa TeMa — Makenounus. [leyaTuTte, BKIIOUUTENHO U Te3U OT EpMUTaXka, IpUHAIEKAT
Ha MHO)XECTBO CJIY)KUTE/U OT [JBETe TEMH: CTPATE3U, ChANUM, TypMapxu u Ap. [Bere Temu ca
GUIM TSCHO CBBP3aHU M B 11 B. ca OU/IM 0GeAMHEHHM: TIe4aTUTe MOCOYBAT PAa3/IMYHU BUCOKO-
MOCTAaBeHU IPAKAAHCKA YMHOBHULH, KOUTO Ca aJMUHUCTpUpaiu obenuHenneTo Ha Tpakus
1 Makezonusi. B HacTosimata cTaTvs ce MPeACTaBAT HEMO3HATH [0 TO3M MOMEHT MeyaTH.
Cpep, Tsx ca neyarute Ha Xpuctodop, criatapuii U enuckenTuT Ha Makegouus (KbCeH 11 B.),
Bapazaxamuc (?), UMIIepaTOPCKY CHIATAPOKAHAUAAT M XapTy/iapuit Ha Makegouus (10-11 B.),
Huxkudop, natpukuii u crpater Ha MakeZoHUUTE (KbCeH 8 B.), ..., UMIIEPATOPCKH MPOTOCTIA-
Tapuii u cbaus B Makegonus (10 B.), [eopru Lukauau (?), nporoanTunar u crparer Ha Tpa-
kus (KbCeH 11 B.) 1 Hukonai, ummnepaTopcku cTpaTop U TypMapx Ha Tpakust u Makegouus
(10 B.). Te3u meyaT OTBAPAT HOBU CTPAHULM B UCTOPUSTA HA JABETE TEMHU.
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Kak u3BecTHO, McTOpHUs BU3aHTHUMCKUX pem Ppakum u MakemoHuu
TEeCHO B3aMMOCBsi3aHa. Ppakusi OblIa IEPBOI eBPOMeiicKou GeMo, yupexx-
JE€HHOM 0K0J10 680 T. /11 MPOTUBOAEUCTBHs 60rapam. OHa pacrosaranach
B BOCTOYHOM YacTu baskaHCKOIo mOJIyoCTPOBa, CO CToMMLel B ApKasuono-
nuce. B mepuog mexay 789 u 802 rr. Ha Tepputopun Ppakuu oO6pasoBa-
nack HOBast pemMa — MakeOHUSI, KOTOPasi CyleCTBOBajia, BeposiTHO, 10 XI B.
Wx ncropust uaBecTHa 6yarojapsi pa3HOOOPA3HBIM CBUJETETBCTBAM ITHCh-
MEHHBIX NCTOYHHUKOB.! DTU CBU/I€TE/IbCTBA MOAKPEIUISIOTCS 3HAYUTE/IbHBIM
KoprycoM cdparvcrTryeckoro Marepuasna. [leyaty, BKIo4asi 3pMUTAKHBIE,
MPUHA/JIeXaT MHOTOYMC/IEHHBIM YNHOBHUKAM. JDTO aHarpadeBChl, CTPAaTH-
I'¥, IPOTOHOTAPUH, Cy[bH, TYPMAPXH, U Psf APYrux. B apmutaxHom cob6-
paHUM XpaHUTCs 6osiee 50 nevareii Ppakun u Makegounun. Hekoropslie u3
HUX U3[AHBI,> JPYTHe XIYT CBoel mybnukauuu. B 3Toit HeGoMb1IoN cTaThe
peyb MoMAeT o psije rnevyaTeil, paHee He U31aBaBIIUXCS, HO KOTOPbIe, HAa MOH
B3TJIs1[l, OTKPBIBAIOT HEKOTOPbIE HOBbIE CTPAHULIBI B UCTOPUU 00enx deMm.

1. Xpucrodop, cnadpapuii u snmckentutr Makegonuu (koner XI B.)
(®wur. 1)

M-6154. M. — 19 mm. OTTHCKH caBUHYTHI BBepx. M3 kommekunu H.IT.
JInxauesa.

dur. 1

Jl.c. Haamuch B yeThipe CTPOKM (BEPXHSAS CTPOKA He OTIeYaTanach):
TWCW.|XPICTW|®,CTTA®

! Bubnuorpaduio cm.: Jordanov 2003, 92, 112.

2 Schlumberger 1884, 11-112. No. 8, 112; 122 - 123, 162, 1-2, 718, 730; 1900, No. 146; 1905,
No. 206; Shandrovskaya 1977, N2 703; 1981, 460 — 461; Seibt 1978, 235, 3; Likhachev
1991, Ta61. LXVIIL, 12.
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O.c. Hagnuce B 4eThipe CTPOKH (BEpPXHSsI CTPOKA HE OTIeYaTanach):

EITTIT.|MAKEAO|NIAC

® 06 [8(0vAw)] Xpiot(o)P(opw) omab(apiw) [(kat) émox]e(mr)it[n]
Moxedoviag

CremyerT OTMETUTH JBe OCOOEHHOCTH JleTeHJbl MoauBAoByaa. OpHa
anurpaduyeckas — peakas aurarypa 6yks “‘I1” u “T” B cnoBe “émiokemntitn’.
Bropasi cBsi3aHa € OCTaTOYHO HU3KUM TUTYJIOM Xpucrodopa — oH crada-
PUIA, XOTSI SIMUCKENITUTHI, UMeIoIie HU3KUe TUTYJIbI, U3BECTHBI U 110 JPYTUM
dbemam.

OTa BTOpasi N3BeCTHAs MevYaThb dUcKenThTa MakesoHuy, nepsast — Peo-
¢dana (6e3 Tutyna), saruposanHas XI B., u3 kosutekuuu IFEB, 6pi1a omy6iu-
koBaHa JK.-Ki. llleHe.* BOMBIIMHCTBO AMUCKENTUTOB OBLIN YIIPABISIOLUIAMHA
HMMIIEPATOPCKUMH IOMEHAMH, aBTOP MOJYEPKHUBAET, YTO ITOT MOCT B Make-
IOHUH ObUT OY€Hb 3HAYUM, T.K. B 3TOM peme k1aH KOMHUHOB uMest 60 bIMe
3eMeJIbHbIe B/IafIeHUs], 00 3TOM CBUETENbCTBYIOT JOKYMeHThI AQOHCKHX ap-
XHWBOB.>

CyuiecTByeT HECKOJIBKO DK3eMIUISIPOB IevyaTH XprucTodopa, SIMUCKeI-
trTa MecornoTaMuy, XpaHsIyecs: B pa3HbIX KOJUIEKLIUSX, C U300pakeHHeM
CB. Hukonast Ha n.c. OHu Takke otHocsATcst K XI B. (B cTaMOy/IbCKOM Ka-
Tajsore naetcst Gosiee ys3Kasi JaTUPOBKA - Bropast Tperh XI B.°). BoamoskHo,
3T DK3eMIULSIPBl M 9PMUTAKHASL IIeYaTh IIPUHAJJIeXAT OJHOMY U TOMY XXe
BJIa/le/Iblly, OZJHUM M3 /I0Ka3aTe/bCTB ITOTO MOXXET CIY)KUTh Ha/IU4YUe peji-
kou nuratypst “I1” u “T” B cnoBe “émiokemtity” Ha Bcex cHparucTUIECKUX
HaMsITHUKAX.

2. Bapgzaxamuc?, umneparopckuii cnadpapoKaHAUIAT U XapTyas-
puit Makegounu (X/XI BB.) (Pur. 2)

M-11921. [Im.- 22, 5 MM (06111.); 19 MM (1107151). COXPaHHOCTB: IIEPOVHBI.
[ToxpeiTa natunoii. M3 konnekuu C.I'. Ctporanosa.

3 Cheynet 2002, 98; DOSeals 4.22.14.

+ Cheynet 2002, 99-100.

5 Cheynet 2002, 100.

¢ Cheynet, Gokyildirim et al. 2012, No. 3.72.
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dur. 2

Jl.c. ITpouBeTiinii maTpuaplivii KpecT Ha TpexX CTyIeHsX, [0 Kpalo
Kkpyrosas Haamuch: +KEROHOITWCWABA’

O.c. Hagnucs B mecTs CTpOK:

+BAPZ|AXA.ICR/C|TIAGAP,KAN|AIA, SXAPT|SAAP,MAS|AONIAC

K(0pr)e Bond(e)1 td 0@ 8(0V)A(w) Baployd[p]ig? B(aoilik®) omabop(o)
kovd18(drw) (kat) xopt(ov)Aap(iw) Ma(ke)Soviag

Oco6eHHOCTBIO JIereH/ibl 0O0POTHOM CTOPOHBI SIB/IsieTCst abOpeBHaTy-
pa B popme S B croBe Ma(ke)Soviag.

WMwms Bappzaxamuii B MCTOYHMKAX HAaUTU He yAaa0Ch. JTO IepBasi Us-
BeCTHas ITe4YaTh XapTy/sipus pembl MakemoHUs.

3. Hukudop, narpukuii u crpatur makegouues (kouer VIII B.)
(Pwr. 3)

M-6949. Im.- 28 MM. COXpaHHOCTb: BEPXHSIS YaCTh eYaTHU YTPAdeHa,
BbIOOMHA Ha JI.C., BCIY4eHHOCTH Ha 1. U 0.c. M3 xonekuu H.IT. /luxavesa.

dur. 3
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PeﬂKI/Ie HEOHY6JII/IKOBaHH]>Ie C(i)paI‘I/ICTI/I‘IeCKI/Ie IIaMATHHUKHU chaKI/II/I u MaKe,I[OHI/II/I

JI.c. KpecrooGpasHas ”HBOKaTuBHast MOHOrpamma (tum V o B. Jlopa-
Hy), Terparpamma: T.|.W|.5|AW

O.c. Haanuce B nsTh CTPOK:

NIKH®|.PWTIATPI|.TWSCTPATI|. WTWNMAK|..NWN+

Oeotoke Ponbet t[® o]® [8](0V)Aw Nwxnd[o]pw motpi[k]iw (koi)
otpot(n)[y]® tédv Mok[e86]vwv+

«Pa3nmHOBKa» CTPOK, BEPOSITHO, ObL/Ia ITPOLIApAIiaHa y)Xe Mocjie Toro,
KaK rmeyatpb OblJla OTTHCHYTA.

OT camoro paHHero nepuoja CyuiecTBoBaHus ¢pembl MakeJoHMS COXpa-
HUJIOCh JTULIb HECKOJTBKO TevaTel CTpaTuroB. JTo nevath JlaBuma u3 Koj-
nexuuii I'. 3akoca’ u B. 3ait6Ta,® a Taxke /Be mevyaTH, B JIer€HJaX KOTOPbHIX
MIMEeHa He YMTAIoTCs, u3 Kosutekiuu Jlam6apron Oykca.® [lBoe U3 BbILLIEYITO-
MSTHYTBIX CTPAaTUTOB UMEIOT PaHT UMIlepaTopcKoro cnadapus. Bragener xe
3PMUTKHOM MevaT HUK1bOop HOCUT BBICOKUIA /ISl 3TOTO BPEMEHH TUTYJI
MATPUKHUSI.

4. ..AMIIepaTopckuii nporocnadapuii u cyabss Makegonuu (X B.)
(®ur. 4)

M-1462. [Im.- 24, 5 MM (0611.), 20 MM (rmosist). COXPaHHOCTbB: TIPOPHI-
BbI KaHaJia Ha 0.c. M3 konnekuu Pycckoro Apxeonorudeckoro o6iecTsa B
KoncranTuHomnone.

dur. 4

Jl.c. [IpouBeTuinii naTpuapUIMi KPeCcT Ha YeThIpeX CTyIeHsIX, 10 KPako
kpyrosast Haamcs: KEROHOEITWCWAOVAW

7 Zacos & Veglery 1972, No. 3100.
8 Wassiliou & Seibt 2004, No. 322.
9 DO Seals 1991, No. 43. 35-36.
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O.c. Hagmuck B ceMb CTPOK:

...0...| LOVOR.|CIVIKOLI|.OL.CLl..d8|.bIOKEKbI|TIC.dKE|VONId.

0. ToA(®)  BlaJork(®d) n[p](w)t[o]omabla]pi(ew) «(at) kpitig
[M]oaxedoviag

Ha mepBsIx JByX CTpOKax MOMeILaJI0Ch UMsI BJIafie/Iblia IeYaTH, HO OT
HEro COXPaHMJIACh TOIBKO OyKBa «O».

Ha nuueBoii cTOpoHe medyaTu NMoOMelleH TPAAULMOHHBIN [ 3TO-
ro BpeMeHH! cpparuCTHYeCKUi THI — MPOLBETLIMI MaTPHUAPLIMI KPecT Ha
CTYNEHSIX — BBINOJTHEHHBIN Ha [JOCTAaTOYHO BBICOKOM IPO¢deCcCHOHaTbHOM
ypoBHe. [lo KOHTpacTy ¢ NHILEBOI CTOPOHOM KpaiiHe HeOOBIYHO BBITJISIAUT
anurpaduka Haamucu o6opota. HekoTopbie GyKBbI JiereH/ bl HAITMCAHBI IPa-
BUJIBHO, HO HeKoTopble u3 Hux: I, A, T, A, A nosepHyTsI Ha 180°. B Bu3aHn-
TUHUCKOH cPparucTrKe U3BECTHHI CJIY9aH OIIMOOK B HAIMCAHUU OT/E/IbHBIX
JIUTEp WU CJIOB, a TaKXKe 3epKajibHble OTOOPAaXKeHHsI C/I0B, OSIBUBLINECS B
pe3y/ibTaTe HEBBICOKOM KBandpuKauuu pesunka. OfHAKO B JAHHOM CJIy4ae
HEIPaBU/IbHOE HAIMCaHUe OTAe/NbHBIX OyKB He ObLIO OLIMOKOM rpaBepa, a
CO3HaTe/IbHbIM MCKa)KeHHeM HaJAnucH. Llesp M3roToBieHust Takoi HaAIHuCH
HEIOHSITHA, BeJb, II0 CYTH, 3TOT MOJIMBAOBYJI sIB/IsSIeTCS] OPULUANTBHOM ITe-
4aTbio cyApu MakeJoHUU.

HccnepoBateny, usydatomue nedaty Ppakuu, He pa3 CTaJTKUBAINCh
C TeM, KaK CJIOKHO MHOTJA OTAENUTh MX OT rnevaTeil ¢peMbl PppakucHiiLieB.
OJTO OBbIBaeT B TeX CJIy4asiX, KOTJa TOIIOHUM BOCIIPOM3BOAUTCS B JIeTeH/ie He
Mo/IHOCTBIO: Opakno-. OnpejeneHre CTAHOBUTCS TPOLe, eC/IU Nepes, reo-
rpa¢pyyecKuM Ha3BaHMEM CTOUT apTUKIb Tf|¢ win t®v. Ho Tak ObiBaer He
Bcerja. Hike mpuBoAUTCS 0HA M3 TaKUX IevaTei.

5. Teopruit Hukanagun?, nporoandunar u crparur Ppakuu (Ko-
e XI B.)(®ur. 5)

M-9588. [Im.- 20, 5 MM (06111.), 16 MM (110s1s1). COXPaHHOCTH: TPOPBIBBI
KaHaJia Ha /1. ¥ o.c. I3 komnekumu H.IT. /luxayesa.

dur. 5
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Jl.c. TorpyaHoe nso6paxxenvie CB. ['eoprusi co WUTOM B /IEBOM pyKe
U KombeM B mpaBo. [1o 06e CTOPOHBI OT WU300pPaKEHUsT UMS CBATOIO:
®|T'|E||W[P|T, =0 (&ytog) T'ecdrpy(105)

O.c. Haanuce B ceMb CTpPOK:

+KERO-TEWPI'IW-AAN®.TIAT,-.CTPATHI,-TUOPAKHC-
TOTUKY-...

K(Upye B(on)0(er) Tewpyiw (mpwto)avd|v]rar(w) [(kod)] otpoarny(®)
100 Opdxng ©(®) Tlik(ov)...

[Tepen, TonmoHUMOM, O4€BUHO, CTOUT APTHUK/Ib «TOU», UYTO He MO3BO-
JisleT OJHO3HAYHO OIpeZenuTh reorpaduyeckoe HazBaHue. [loce caoBa
“©pakng” OTCYTCTBYeT 3HAaK COKpALeHUs], T0ITOMY BapUaHT «Ppakusi», a He
«¢dpakucHiiLpl», 60/Iee MpeANOYTHUTE IEH.

Brazener medatn uMeeT peAKUil TUTY/ MPOTOAHQUIIATA,® KOTOPHIN
nosBuica B 8ox rr. XI B. 1 cyes B KoHILe XI - Havase XII B." 1O mmo3BoJisieT
OTHeCTH IevaTh K KoHLy XI B.

K coxxaneHuto, yuTaeTrcss TOJBKO IepBasi 4acTbh pPOJOBOTO HUMEHU
3akazumka mevyatu: T{ik(ov)... Boamoxuo, peus uger o Lukanaune. Lu-
KaH/WJIbl — XOPOLIO U3BECTHBIH pOJi, B OCHOBHOM BOEHHOU apHCTOKPATHUU
XI-XII BB., oco6eHHO B niepuog npasineHuss Manywia Komuuna.* M3BectHO
HeCKOJIbKO IeyaTeli 5Toil ceMbu.® [IrcbMeHHble HUCTOYHHUKU TaKXKe He pas
YIOMMHAIOT TpeJCcTaBUTeNlel 3Toro popa, Hamnpumep, JIpBa llukanauna,
npoezapa u ayky Kusuppuotos (cepemuna XI B.).* BoaMoxHO, meyaTh U3
Kojutekuuu MHCTUTYTa MBSIIHBIX UCKyccTB Bap6epa (Bupmutrem), ysum
BrnagenbieM ObuT JleB Llukanau, npoenp u crpatur KUBUppHOTOB,> Takke
MPUHA/JIEXXUT 3TOMY YNHOBHUKY.

B agmMuHMCcTpaTHBHOM 1U1aHe ¢pembl Ppakun u MakegoHuY ObLIN TeEC-
HO CBSI3aHBI JPYT C JPYrOM, YTO 0COOEHHO SIPKO MposiBHIOCH B XI B. OObIYHO
MeYyaTy Ha3bIBAIOT Pa3/IMYHBIX I'PAXXJAHCKUX YUHOBHUKOB BBICOKOTO paHra:
aHarpadeBcoB, MPeTOPOB, MPOTOHOTApHEB, 0COOEHHO MHOT'OYHUCJIEHHbI —
cyapy. M3 nucbMeHHBIX HCTOYHUKOB U3BECTHO TAakKJKe O CyllleCTBOBaHUM Boe-
Ha4ya/IbHUKOB, KOTOPbIe PYKOBOAWU/IN 00beJUHEHHBIMU BOMCKaMu Ppakuu u
MaxkegoHuu - TakuM ObUI, Haripumep, JleB Anoctunii, crpatur MakeioHUY U
®pakumy, orBoeBaBumii TapeHT B KoHIe IX B."® OfiHaKO 0 CHX OP OTCYTCTBO-
BaJIo cHparucTUdecKoe MOATBEPKIEHNE 3TOMY. B apMHUTaXHOM KO/LIeKIMu
XPaHSTCS [Be MeYaTH, KOTOPbIe 3aKPBIBAIOT OTY JIAKYHY.

© Jordanov 2009, No. 1572-1573; Zacos 1984, No. 960.
1 Oikonomides 1972, 294.

2 Kazhdan 1974, 291.

3 Cheynet, Gokyildirim et al. 2012, 633, 717. No. 7.121.
4 Cheynet 1985, 190.

5 Dunn 1983, No. 34.

16 Tsatsoulis 2012, 160.
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6. Hukosaii, nMneparopckuii crpatop u typmapx Ppaxum u Ma-
KegoHuu (mepBas noaosuHa IX B.)(Pwur. 6)

M-7062. IM.- 29, 5 MM. COXpaHHOCTb: OOJIBLIME yTPATHI Ha JI.C., TPe-
LIUHBI ¥ BBIOOWHEI Ha 0.C. M3 kosumeximu H.IT. J/lnxadesa.

dur. 6

Jl.c. KpecTrooGpasHast ”HBOKaTHBHast MOHOrpamma (tum V o B. Jlopa-
Hy). B yriax - rerparpamma: ..|CW|AS|AW

O.c. Hapnuce B yeThipe CTPOKHU:

NIKOAA. |B/CTPAT,S..|PM/©PAK...[KEAON

O(gotd)ke Bonfet [t®] 0@ SoVAw NikoAd[w] B(aciAik®) otpat(opt)
(xed) [t(ov)]pp(apxw) Opdx[ng (ko) Ma]kedov(iag)

ITeyaTs oyeHsn HWHTEPECHAas], OHa elle XXAET CBOETro Criela/JIbHOTO aHa-
JIr3a.

7. l'eopruii, umneparopckuii cnadpapwuii u crpatur Ppaxkun u Ma-
kegonuu (X B.)(Pur. 7)

M-5894. m.- 24 mm (06u1.), 20 MM (mosst). COXpaHHOCTb: MOTHYTA,
mep6uHbI Ha 0.c. M3 konekuuu H.IT. /luxavesa.

Qur. 7
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Penxue Heony6MKoBaHHbIe chparucTudecke maMaTHUKY Ppakun u MakegoHuu

Jl.c. TlaTpuapminii Kpect Ha Tpex CTYIEeHsX, 0 Kpal KPyrosasi HaJ-
muck: +KEROHOHTWCWAOVAW

O.c. Haanuce B nSTh CTPOK:

+TEWP|TTWR'CITA®|AP,..TP|.T,0.AK’.| MAKE.

K(Vp1)e Bondn t@® 0@ dovAw Tewpyiw B(aocidik®d) omobop(iw) [(kod)
oltpla]t(ny®d) ©[p]di(ng) [(xai)] Maxe[d(oviag)]

Takum o6pa3om, B Hay4HbI 0OOPOT BBOZASITCS 7 PaHee HEM3BECTHBIX
nevyateit Makegouuu i Ppakuu, KOTOpPble HA3bIBAIOT HOBbIE NMEHA YHMHOB-
HUKOB 3THUX peM, U B HEKOTOPBIX C/Ty4asiX MPeAI0/IaraloT HOBoe oopalieHne
K Y)Ke U3BECTHBIM CIO)KETaM.
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Lead plate with the name of Bishop Theodore
found in Serdica

Dochka Vladimirova - Aladzhova

Abstract: The work presents an interesting artefact discovered during of archaeological
excavations in the central part of ancient Serdica. It is a lead plate with an irregular rectangular
shape with dimensions: maximum length of 23, 1 mm; maximum width of 18, 35 mm; 3 mm
thick and weight of 9.56 g. There is a reason to assume that the present shape of the plate
was obtained after a secondary treatment, which is evident from its surface. A block-type
monogram is placed in a circular field on both sides of the plate.

Obverse: Block monogram.
§-€-0-0-p-v-w
(®e0dmpov)

Reverse: Block monogram
€-1-K-0-TT-0-UV
(¢mioxdmov)

Translation: @godwpou émokomov - (Seal of) Theodore bishop

The importance of the published artefact is enhanced by the fact that in 1936 during
the excavations in Cari¢in Grad (Justiniana Prima) a seal was found which has the same
monograms and inscription style like the ones of the plate found in Serdica.

The newly found lead plate in Serdica with the name of Bishop Theodore is an important
discovery for the late antique history and sigillography of the Balkans from the period of 6th-
beginning of 7th century.

Key words: lead plate, monogram, Theodore, bishop, seal, tessera

Pestome: PaboTara npezcTaBst e[JUH HHTepeCeH MaMeTHUK OTKPUT MPU apXeoJsIoTu-
YeCKUTe PA3KOIIKU B LIeHTPa/IHATa YacT Ha aHTu4YHa Cepauka.

Toii npexcTaB/iIsiBa 0JI0BHA IJIOYKA C HEIPAaBU/IHA NPABOBI'BIHA GOpMa C pasMepH:
MaKCHMaJIHa Jb/DKHHA 23, 11 MM; MaKCHMaJIHa IIUPUHA 18, 35 MM; gebe/InHa 3 MM U TerjIo
9,56 rp. MiMa ocHOBaHUe fia ce MPeAIOJIOKH, Ye HacTosImara ¢opMa Ha [UIOYKATa e TI0TydeHa
ces; BTOpUYHA 00paboTKa, KOETO e BUJHO OT HeifHaTa MOBBPXHOCT. BbpXy iBeTe cTpaHU Ha
IJIOYKATa B KP'BIJIO TIOJIE Ca PA3IIOJIOXKEHH 1O eJUH MOHOTPaM OT GJIOKOB THIL.
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Jlnue: B1okoB MOHOTpam:
§-e-0-0-p-v-w
(®g08wpov)

Omnaxko: b1oxoB MoHOTrpam:
€-1-K-0-TM-0-V
(¢miokdmov)

Beodwpov émiokdmov - ([Meyar? Ha) Teonop envckorn.

BakHocTTa Ha MyGIMKyBaHUs apTedakT ce 3acuiBa oT $akKra, ye mpes 1936 r. Mpu
paskonkure Ha Cari¢in Grad (Justiniana Prima) e OTKpHUT mevar CbC CHLUMTE MOHOIPAMH U
HA4YMH Ha M3IMHICBaHe, KaTo Te3u oT riovkaTa B Cepauka.

HoBoTtkpuTara onoBHa rioyka B CepyKa ¢ MIMeTO Ha emUCKoI Teoop Mpe/cTaBisiBa
Ba)KHa HAXOZKa 33 KbCHOAHTUYHATA UCTOpHUS U cdparnctrka Ha bankanure ot nepuoga VI -
Havanoto Ha VII B.

An interesting artefact was found during archaeological excavations in the
central part of ancient Serdica.' It is a lead plate with an irregular rectangular
shape with dimensions: maximum length of 23, 1 mm; maximum width of
18, 35 mm; 3 mm thick and - weight of 9.56 g.> There is a reason to assume
that the present shape of the plate was obtained after a secondary treatment,?
which is evident from its surface. A block-type monogram is placed in a
circular field on both sides of the plate (fig. 1a, b).

Fig. 1a, b. Lead plate from Serdica.

! Archaeological excavations at ‘Metro station 8 IT'. I thank Dr. Mario Ivanov for the
opportunity to publish the artefact.

> FIN/Field inventory number A 508. The plate was found in building 7 at depth of
2, 43 m.

3 It is hard to find when and how this has happened, but it is certainly after the
printing of the monograms.
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Lead plate with the name of Bishop Theodore found in Serdica

Obverse: Block monogram.
0-€-0-0-p-v-w
Beodwpov

Reverse: Block monogram
€-1-K-0-T-0-V
EMIOKOTTOV

Translation: @godwpov ¢mokdmov - (Seal of) Theodore bishop

The presented monograms of Theodore* and Bishop’ are known in
the literature and dated back to the 6th-7th centuries. This also is the date
of the above-described lead plate, which is confirmed by the locally found
numismatic and sigillographic material.

There is a reason to claim that the technology of printing the images on
the plate is not different from the one used in the seals. The concave circular
field surrounding the monograms supports the idea of using a boulloterion
whose molds are consistent with the round shape of the blanks at the seals.
On the heated lead plate, the two monograms are printed on both sides by
using boulloterion. They are not centered to the working area, which leads to
distorted symmetry of the sides of the plate.

It is hard to define the described artefact from Serdica as a standard
bulla due to the lack of a channel for a cord serving as an attachment to the
letter/parcel. In the available literature, we were not able to find a specimen
with similar characteristics, which allows us to reflect upon different ideas as
for instance that on the discussed plate a boulloterion was tested or that it is
a private tessera® with the name and ecclesiastical sanction of its owner.”

The importance of the published artefact is enhanced by the fact that
in 1936 during the excavations in Cari¢in Grad (Justiniana Prima) a seal® was
found which has the same monograms and inscription style as the ones of
the plate found in Serdica.

There are two artefacts inscribed with the same name and position in
the church hierarchy, which are found in two major urban centers of the
Balkans - Serdica and Justiniana Prima.?

4 Zacos-Veglery 1971, pl. 233, no. 169.

5 Zacos-Veglery 1971, pl. 232, no. u6.

6 It could be assumed that the present unsightly appearance of the plate is due to a
later intervention.

7 Turcan 1987, 77.

8 Sarna 1939, 3-9; Popovi¢, Morrison et al. 2010, 410.

9 The sources indicate that the bishops gradually gain great importance, and in the
6th century they are the actual city rulers, developing diverse and versatile activities
(Velkov 1959, 221).
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Serdica is the main city of Dacia Inferior province and a bishop center,”
which flourished during the 6th century according to the written sources.”
It is confirmed by the revealed terrain infrastructure - streets, public and
private buildings, churches, etc.? The rise of the city and its contacts with the
central authority are confirmed by the seals discovered here: imperial seals of
Justinian I (527-565),* Tiberius II Constantine (578-582)> and Heraclius (610-
641), a lead seal belonging to the military commander Priscus, who served
the Byzantine emperors Maurice Tiberius (582-602) and Phocas (602-610)"
etc.

The results from the archeological excavations in Justiniana Prima
show that the city was developed during the period of 6th- beginning of
7th century.® Novella 11 of Justinian was issued in 535, which placed Eastern
Illyricum, including both Dacia and Moesia Inferior under the jurisdiction of
the archbishop of Justiniana Prima. The city was an entirely new foundation
that honored the nearby birthplace of Justinian, but, more importantly, was
meant to decrease the influence of the Archbishop of Thessalonica, who was
the papal vicar for Eastern Illyricum.” The emperor’s ambition had little
impact, however, and ten years later received the status of papal vicar and
the church administration of the diocese of Dacia by Novella 131 (III) the
Archbishop of Tustiniana Prima,* losing his administrative and ecclesiastical
prerogatives over the diocese of Macedonia Secunda.

In Justiniana Prima are found seals of emperor Maurice Tiberius (582-
602),* Archibishop Joan® and Bishops Joan and Theodore, etc.>

© Velkov 1959, 79.

1 For more information on the problem see Velkov 1959, 219 and the literature cited
there; Markov 1995, 44-45 and the literature cited there.

2 For more information on the problem see Dancheva-Vasileva 2017, 21-63.

3 For more information on the problem see Ivanov 2011, 316-319; 2012, 315-317; 2013,
290-291

4 Unpublished material.

5 Vladimirova-Aladzhova 2017, 627-632.

16 Vladimirova-Aladzhova 2013/2014, 19-23.

7 Vladimirova-Aladzhova 2016, 33-38.

¥ Duval 1984, 399-481; Bavant & IvaniSevi¢ 2006, 69; IvaniSevi¢ 2015, 95-98; 2016,
107-126. In Justiniana Prima are found seals of emperor Maurice Tiberius (502-602)
(Popovi¢, Morrison et al. 2010, 409), Archibishop Joan (Ivani$evi¢ 2016, 122) and
Bishops Joan and Theodor (Popovié¢, Morrison et al. 2010, 410-411; Ivani$evi¢ 2016,
122).

' Dumanov 2015, 93.

2 Snively 2005, 216; Bavant & Ivanisevic¢ 2006, 69.

2 Popovi¢, Morrison et al. 2010, 409.

22 [vaniSevic¢ 2016, 122.

3 Popovi¢, Morrison et al. 2010, 410-411; [vani$evi¢ 2016, 122.
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According to the written sources, there is some tension in the relations
between the two cities, which is related to the subordination between the old
episcopal center in Serdica and the new one founded in Justiniana Prima. In
this situation, a connection between the two artefacts could be searched for
- the seal from the letter to the Bishopric of Justiniana Prima, and the tessera
worn / presented by an envoy in Serdica. In both cases the sender is the
same - Bishop Theodore. His messages and addressees* are unknown to us,
but it is possible that he was sent on a specific diplomatic mission.

In conclusion we could state that the newly found lead plate in Serdica
with the name of Bishop Theodore is an important discovery for the late
antique history and sigillography of the Balkans from the period of 6th-
beginning of 7th century.
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Beroe als militarisches Zentrum in der
mittelbyzantinischen Zeit -
Ein Beitrag zur Verwaltungsgeschichte

Alexandra-Kyriaki Wassiliou-Seibt

Abstract: The article presents all available information concerning the military
position of Beroe/Beroia (modern Stara Zagora) during the middle-Byzantine period -
Byzantine seals play a decisive role.

Beroe became a thema with a strategos at top after emperor loannes Tzimiskes had
occupied territories which had been lost in former times to the Bulgars. Already in the Taktikon
Escorial (971-975) this strategos is mentioned. The seal of a Michael B. orafapokovdidarog kol
touppdpyng Bepdng stems from this time, not from the early uith century, as former editors
had assumed.

Soon afterwards the region was again lost to the Bulgars under Samuel Komitopoulos,
but AD 1000 the Byzantine army under Basil II could win again the regions till the Haimos
mountains. Soon afterwards Ioseph 3. tpwtocmaddpiog and Andronikos B. tpwtoomta®dpiog -
were strategoi of Beroe (in former times these seals were dated too early).

The seal of Romanos payiotpog, éotng kol katendvw Bepoing is the unique source
documenting the upgrading of Beroe into a dukate/katepanate after the middle of the uth
century.

Key words: Beroe, Byzantine administration, Balkan Frontier, sigillography, Historical
Geography

Pe3tome: CraTusiTa MpeCcTaBs sjlaTa Ha/IMYHA HHPOPMALIUSI OTHOCHO BOEHHHUTE I10-
3uuny Ha Bepoe/Bepos (gHewna Crapa 3aropa) npes cpejHOBU3aHTHIICKUSI TIEPHOZ, CPeZ,
KOSITO BU3QHTUHCKUTE [IeYaTH UrPasiT OCHOBHA POJISL.

Bepost ce npeBpblIa B TeMa, Have/I0 HA KOSATO € GHJI CTpaTer, CJIef KaTo UMIIepaTop
Moan LIuMucxu 3aBOIOBaT TEPUTOPHATA OT G'BATapHTe, KOSATO GHIa M3Ty6eHa B MHHAIOTO.
Tosu crparer ce ciomeHaBa Beve B Eckypuasnckara takruka (971-975). [ledarst Ha Muxaun
B. omraBapokavdiddtog kai Touppdpyng Bepdng mpousxokza oT ToBa Bpeme, a He OT HAYAI0TO
Ha 11 BeK, KaKTO e JOIyCHAJI U3JATE/ISIT My.

MHOro0 CKOpO pallOHBT OTHOBO e 6v1 n3rybet npu Camuyn Komurormnysi, HO B 1000 T. BU-
3aHTHicKaTa apmust Ha Bacunmii I oTHOBO 3aBoroBana paiionure o Crapa rurannHa. CKopo
cnen ToBa Mocud B. mpwtooma®dploc u AHAPOHUK B. TpwTooTa®dplog ca GUIK cTpaTe3u Ha
Bepoe (mo cera Tesu meyatu ce jaTrpaxa MHOTO PaHO).
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[MeyarsT Ha Poman pdylotpog, Béotng kol katemdvw Bepoing e eqrHveH U3BOP [OKY-
MEHTHPALL TIPeBPhLIAHETO Ha Bepoe B yKaTCTBO/KATEMaHCTBO C/Ief CpefiaTa Ha 11 BeK.

Der folgende Artikel hat die Rekonstruktion der militarischen Position
Beroes in mittelbyzantinischer Zeit zum Gegenstand. Das Unternehmen als
solches konnte insbesondere durch den von Ivan Jordanov veroffentlichten
Siegelbefund in Bulgarien realisiert werden. Das byzantinische Beroe (heute
Stara Zagora) war aufgrund seiner geographischen Lage am Schnittpunkt
einer wichtigen Verkehrsverbindung in Nord-Siid-Richtung (von Nikopolis
ad Istrum bzw. Tarnovo nach Arzon bzw. Konstanteia) mit einer Ost-West-
Verbindung (von Anchialos nach Philippupolis) eine der zentralen Stadte
Thrakiens, bereits in romischer Zeit (Augusta Traiana).!

In byzantinischer Zeit wird Beroe zunachst zusammen mit Philippupolis
und Anchialos als eine der Stadte Thrakiens genannt, welche die Kaiserin
Eirene und ihr Sohn Konstantin 784 besuchten,®> nach dem erfolgreichen
Feldzug des AoyoBétng tod Spopov Staurakios (783) gegen die slawischen
Stimme auf dem Balkan, welcher sich positiv fiir die byzantinisch-
bulgarischen Beziehungen auswirkte, zumal das Reich einen Grofiteil der
einst verlorenen thrakischen Territorien zuriickgewinnen konnte,? darunter
auch Beroe, das Eirene wiederaufbauen liefd und zu Eirenupolis umbenannte -
diese Bezeichnung setzte sich aber nicht durch. Nach der Teilung des grofden
militarischen Verwaltungsbezirkes (thema) Thrakien durch die Abkoppelung
seines westlichen Teils, namlich der Region zwischen Hebros/Maritza und
Nestos, wurde Beroe Teil des neu eingerichteten Themas Makedonia (kurz
nach 789 bzw. spdtestens 792).4 Im Rahmen der Feldziige Krums gegen
Byzanz (812-813) fiel Beroe an Bulgarien,’ bis es unter Ioannes Tsimiskes
zurlickerobert wurde; um 986 geriet es in die Gewalt des Kometopulen

! Soustal 1991, 203 (Lemma Beroé) und 133 (StrafSenverbindungen).

> Theophanes, Chronographia 457, Z. 6-11 (de Boor): ¢£ijA0ev /| Baciiiooa Eiprivn obv
ul® aUTig Kol Suvapews MOAAfG éml thv Opaknv émudepopévn dpyova Kol HOUGIKA,
kol aniiABev €wg Bepolag, kol tahtnv oikodounbijvou keAeloooo EMwVOpHATEY ATV
EipnvoumoAwv. KatiiABe 8¢ Ewg PiAimmoundrews peta mdong anabeiog kot Utéotpedev
év elpfvn kticaoo kal tnNv Ayyiocov. — Bepoia ist eine der Nebenformen fiir Bepon.
Diesbeziiglich s. Soustal 1991, 203. Zu den historischen Ereignissen s. umfassend
Karagiannopulos 1979, 164-165.

3 Zur ungefahren geographischen Ausdehnung der damaligen byzantinischen
Reichsprasenz in Thrakien s. Soustal 1991, 81-82.

4+ Wassiliou-Seibt 2015, 230-231. Cf. Stauridu-Zaphraka 1995, 316-317.

5 Theophanes, Chronographia 496, Z. 1-3: mAéov katioyvoav (scil. ot BouAyapot)
Opdxng xal Moakedoviag. Tote kot thv Ayxlodov kol Bépolav ddévreg Xpiotiovol
éduyov. — Zu den erfolgreichen Expansionsziigen Krums in Thrakien s. umfassend
Karagiannopulos 1979, 202-210.
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Samuel, erst unter Basileios II. im Jahre 1000 konnte es erneut durch Byzanz
annektiert werden.®

Der fritheste bisher namentlich greifbare Militirkommandant von
Beroe ist der Turmarch? Michael mit dem Rang B. omaBopoxavdidarog,
der auf einem Siegel der urspriinglichen Sammlung Zacos bezeugt ist, das
spater in den Besitz von Dumbarton Oaks kam. Die Av.-Seite ziert ein
Patriarchenkreuz auf drei Stufen, mit Zierranken, die knapp tiber die Mitte
des unteren Armes reichen. Ungefdhr in der Hohe des oberen Kreuzarmes
sind links und rechts vier kreuzformig angeordnete Punkte bzw. Perlen (im
Sinne von horror vacui) angebracht. Um die Kreuzdarstellung findet sich die
tibliche Anrufungsumschrift (beginnend links unten - vom Betrachter aus):

+ KE ROHO.I TW CW AOV
K(0p)e Bor0[e]t td o® S00(Aw), wobei OV ligiert sind.

Die auf funf Zeilen verteilte Inschrift der Rv.-Seite lautet:

+ MIXA-HA R, CITA®,-KANA, S TO-VPMAP, RE-POIOIC.
MiomA  B(aocidik®) omab(apo)kavd(Siddtw) (kod) Touppdp(xn)
Bepoi(n)g.

In der urspriinglichen Edition hat G. Zacos als Datierung irrtiimlich
‘early uth ¢’ erwogen und an Bepoiog (im heutigen Zentralmakedonien/
Griechenland) gedacht, trotz der richtigen Entzifferung des geographischen
Terminus.® Nikos Oikonomides erwog beziiglich der Lautfolge —-OIOI- eine
Dittographie im Schnitt des Stempels und korrigierte auf Bepong.® Zur
Datierung duf3erte er sich damals nicht, spater jedoch schlug er X/XI c¢.” vor
und pladierte fiir die Zugehorigkeit Beroes zum Thema Philippupolis.*

Das Stiick ist chronologisch zweifellos in 10. Jh. einzugrenzen. Obwohl
die Stilistik eine Datierung um die Mitte 10. Jh. zulief3e, zwingen uns die
historischen Gegebenheiten an der nordlichen Balkangrenze, es doch in
die Zeit der Eroberungsziige des loannes Tzimiskes zu datieren. Demnach

¢ Oikonomidés 1972, 361 (jedoch nicht Teil des Themas von Philippupolis!).

7 Zu Position und den Befugnissen der Turmarchen s. Wilson 2015.

8 Zacos 1984, 240. Die Datierung wurde in Nesbitt & Oikonomides 1991, 149
ibernommen und der touppdpyng Bepdng als ein Kommandant interpretiert, der
dem Strategen von Philippupolis untergeordnet war.

9 Oikonomideés 1986, 265: ‘Je crois qu'il faut reconnaitre une dittographie et
comprendre Bepong (Stara Zagora, en Bulgarie), plutot que Bepoiag'.

© Nesbitt & Oikonomides 1991, 149 (einleitender Kommentar zu Beroe); cf.
Oikonomideés 1972, 361.
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bezeichnet der Terminus toupudpyng Bepdong im konkreten Fall einen
direkten Stellvertreter des Strategen von Beroe (Themenkommandant), der
im Taktikon Escorial (971-975) als solcher erstmalig definitiv dokumentiert
ist; er rangiert dort zwischen dem Strategen von Limnia (otpatnyog t@v
Apviwv) und jenem von Zermion (otpatnyog tov Zeppiov) — beide waren
Kommandanten von ebenfalls neu geschaffenen kleineren Militarbezirken,
allerdings im Osten des Reiches.” Im Unterschied zu seinem benachbarten
Kollegen, dem Strategen von Thrake und Ioannupolis (Preslav) (otpoatnyog
Opakng kai TavvoundAewg)™ nimmt er eine sehr bescheidene Position ein
(65. Stelle). En passant sei in diesem Zusammenhang daran erinnert, dass im
selben Taktikon an der nordlichen Balkangrenze ebenfalls Néog Ztpupwvs
als neues Thema vorkommt. In einer rezenten Arbeit entschied ich mich,
diesen Militarbezirk nordlich des Ruppel-Passes (als Prolongierung des
bereits existierenden Themas Strymon) zu lokalisieren.*

Unmittelbar nach der Riickeroberung der Gebiete bis zum Haimos
durch Basileios II. (1000) wurde Beroe erneut als Militarbezirk mit einem
Strategen an der Spitze eingerichtet, was der Siegelbefund erhellt: Ein loseph
im Rang eines 3. tpwtoomtadaplog émt tov XpuootpikAivou ist als otpatnyog
Bepong fir Beginn u. Jh. bezeugt;s Andronikos B. mpwtoomaBdaplog kol
otpatnyog Bepong® diirfte sein unmittelbarer Nachfolger gewesen sein. Die
Av.-Seite seines Siegeltypus ziert eine Biiste des hl. Nikolaos. Bisher wurden
beide Bleibullen in die Zeit vor der Eroberung Beroes durch den Kometopulen
Samuel chronologisch eingegrenzt.

Die militarische Aufwertung Beroes zu einem Katepanat ist nach der
Mitte des 11. Jh. anzusetzen und bisher ausschliefdlich durch ein Siegel eines
Romanos KACA...uayotpog, Béotng kal katemavw (ca. 1070/1110) bezeugt
(Abb. 1).7 Die Av.-Seite ziert die Standfigur des hl. Eustathios. Auf der Rv.-
Seite verteilt sich in sechs Zeilen folgende Inschrift:

1 Oikonomides 1972, 267, Z. 34 und 361, mit A. 406; 267, Z. 33 (0 T®v Alpviwv) und 361
(Kommentar); 269, Z. 1.

2 Oikonomideés 1972, 265, Z. 9 (an neunter Stelle unter den Strategen).

5 Oikonomides 1972, 269, Z. 4 und 357 (Kommentar).

14 Wassiliou-Seibt 2015, 237-239. Der sigillographisch dokumentierte Stephanos f.
nmpwrtoomaddplog konnte eventuell otparnydg Néov Ztpupdvog gewesen sein (so
auch Jordanov 2003, 53.1; 2009, 1360-1365).

5 Nesbitt & Oikonomides 1991, 64.1 datierten ‘X/XI c¢.” und pladierten im Kommentar
- aufgrund des strahlenférmigen Monogramms auf dem Av. - eher fiir ‘late tenth
century’.

16 Zuletzt Jordanov 2009, Nr. 1138-1143 (der Siegeltypus wurde dort in die Zeit vor der
Eroberung Beroes durch Samuel datiert).

7 Privatsammlung A-K. Wassiliou-Seibt 411.
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.. — .WMANW - MATICTPW - RECTH S KA-TETTANW RE-PO... -
KACA....

<K(0pie) B(on)0(e1)> - [Plowpoved — paylotpw - Béotn (kal) ko-temdvw
Be-po[ng t(®)] Kdo-3[....].

Abb. 1

Die zweite Halfte des auf die beiden letzten Zeilen aufgeteilten
Familiennamens ist aufgrund von Beschddigungen im Siegelfeld unlesbar
und kann nicht sicher rekonstruiert werden, zumal sich dafiir anderweitig
fir byzantinische Zeit keine Anhaltspunkte bieten. Als Hypothese
erwagen wir jedoch mit Vorbehalt Kasdagles, einen Familiennamen, der
heute in Griechenland ausreichend dokumentiert ist (K&odoyAng). Dem
katemdvw von Beroe kam als Oberhaupt der dort stationierten Truppen
eine Schlisselfunktion bei den Kampfen gegen die Petschenegen (spater
gegen Kumanen) zu. In der Alexias ist Beroe definitiv als Stiitzpunkt solcher
Operationen fiir 1087, 1091 und 1094 dokumentiert.®

Die Aufwertung Beroes von einem Strategensitz zu einem Katepanat
ist als Ergebnis einer allgemeinen Entwicklung zu sehen, die am noérdlichen
Balkan bereits vor der Mitte des u. Jh. begonnen hat (Einrichtung des
Militarbezirkes Paradunabon' durch die Abkoppelung des 6stlichen Teils des
DukatsBulgaria) und alseffizientere militarische Mafdnahme gegen Invasionen
von Volkerschaften (Petschenegen und spater Kumanen) jenseits der Donau
gedacht war. Infolge des zeitweiligen Verlustes der byzantinischen Kontrolle

® Annae Comnenae, Alexias VII 3.12, 54; 4.4, 98; X 2.6, 45 (Reinsch & Kambylis 214,
216, 286).

9 Wassiliou-Seibt 2013, 183 (wahrscheinlich spétestens 1037). Cf. Krsmanovié 2008,
195 (‘before 1043’).
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in Paradunabon (1072-1091), wo sich lokale Notablen mit Petschenegen und
,2Paulikianern“ gegen die Zentralgewalt arrangierten,* wurde die militdrische
Prasenz des Reiches durch die Einrichtung mehrerer Operationsstiitzpunkte
(jeweils mit einem kotemdvw bzw. §o0¢ an der Spitze) siidlich des Haimos
verstarkt. Neben Beroe sind als solche Stiitzpunkte Philippupolis, Mesembria
und Anchialos dokumentiert.*

Fiir das 12. Jh. ist Beroe als Basis von militarischen Operationen gegen
Petschenegen, und Bulgarovlachen erwdhnt: loannes II. Komnenos benutzte
es als Ausgangspunkt seiner Expeditionen gegen die Petschenegen 1121/1123,*
und Isaakios II. Angelos konnte von dort aus 1187 kurzfristig die Bulgaren und
Vlachen fernhalten.> Nach einer schweren Niederlage der byzantinischen
Truppen im Jahre 1191 vor Beroe erfolgte die Pliinderung der Stadt samt
Umgebung durch die S6hne Kalojans, Peter und Asan.>
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